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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying voting behavior of the Bangkok
population during the 1985 gubernatorial election which is a local
election in order to find out whether it differs or resemble the general
elections. This is done with conviction thatrlocal government body
is significant:and fundamental to national govermment. Results from
this study can be compared with those of the general elections.

This study takes into consideration factors of sex, age, educatdon,
occupation and income as well as attitudes’of the voters towards
personality, reputation and policy of the runners including policy

of political parties each runner affiliated with. In addition, nature
of the governorship of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and
election campaign will be studied so as to find out to what extent

they have influences on voters. In this study, only 400 sampled voters
are used.

The findings on correlation between sex, age, eduction, occupation
and income which are variable factors and those of invariable factors
which are going or not going to the poll, motiﬁation to go to the poll,
span of time to decide how to cast vote, and to. choose person or

party are as follows :



Socio-economic factors are correlated with voting pattern
behavior ; that is those of middle level and up in socio-economic
status, of high level of educations, of age brgcket of 20-30 years
old to 31-40 years old have strong tendency to vote by their own
awareness rather than being mobilized. However, it takes longer time
to decide for whom they will vote and the certainty of the choice is
less than those of higher age. As for those belonging to the lower
socio-economic group and with low level of eduction, they are prone to be
mobilized to vote. Yet they too take longer time to decide for whom

they will vote and can hardly decide on their own.

In this election, it turns out that all voters, despite their
differences in socio-economic étatus and age tend to vote for personality
of the candidate rather than party since they‘consider policy of the
candidate higher than that of the party. However, those of higher
educational level, higher socio-economic level, age bracket of 26-30
years old tend to choose party more than those belonging to lower
socio-economic status group. ]

Tﬁeie shows strong correlation between voting behavior pattern
with those of personality, reputation, policy of candidate, policy
and reputation of the party, nature of governorship and election
campaign. And as such, those voters with more considerations on the
factors just cited will go to the poll more. It also finds out that
those voters interested in reputation of the party, party leadership
and style of campaign can decide quicker than those with other types
of interest. Those who arevmore interested in personality and
reputation of the candidate rely more on their decision and are much

surer in their decision.



As for pattern of voting behavior of the population of
Bangkok, it is found out that it does not differ from that of the
national level of election; that is those voters of middle level up
in socio-economic status, of education of bachelor degree level will
use their own decision in casting the votes. They can decide faster
and surer than those of lowe£ status.

The pattern of choosing candidate varies from the former
observation. This time Bangkok voters are more‘interested in

_personality of the candidate than the pafty while they still give

high consideration to policy. Yet it becomés policy of the candidate,
not party. As such, personality, reputation,and policy of the
candidate are significant factors attracting the voters ﬁuch more

than other factors. Choosing of:candidate is'made sooner and with
more certainty. Reputation and policy of the party are only of lesser

important factors while election campaign does not contribute much

to encouraging people to the poll and to decide on the candidate.
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