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The purpose of this research is to study Dhamma Preaching Methods of Luangpor Cha
Supatho (Buddhist Bhikku) under Semiotic and Narrative Paradigm Theories. Textual Analysis and in-

depth interview - - were used as the way to collect data.
The results of this study are as follow:

1. Luangpor Cha Supatho delivers Dhamma to his disciples by talking and praclicing
what he preaches as a sample and having their disciples practice by themselves.

2. To preach by talking, he uses short and simple words and avoids using technical terms
(if necessary, he will explain them).

3. Luangpor Cha Supatho uses metaphor in explaining Dhamma. He explains abstract
words by using concrete words. The concrete words that he always mentions are nature surrounding
human being. Since most people have experiences with nature by birth, (hey can imagine the piciure
of Luangpor Cha’'s samples in their minds and link them to Dhamma. This method helps 1hem
understand Dhamma more easily.

4. Preaching Dhamma by showing samples of behaviors to disciples (following up ihe
Buddhist Regulations strictly) and having them practice by themselves is regarded as non-verbal
communication. This method supports the beliefs of the disciples by seeing examples ol real events,
which can be related to Dhamma.

5. In narrative aspect, Luangpor Cha Supatho uses short stories to explain Dhanima.
Normally they are stories consisting of a few events and a few characters. They have cauzal and
eflect relations. Themes are focused on uncertainty of things and letling go, meditation and following
up "The way to enlightenment”.

©. His narratives are reliable, possiple and acceptable because they correspond o whal

he preaches his disciples. Besides, his narratives have consistency, true and value in moral aspecl.
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Hotrna fnoox

1. What is your education background?
*Bachetor of Science with honours, in physiology & psychology, London Univ,
2. Before you know Ven.Ajahn Cha, Have you ever leamed Dhamma?
*No
3. How tong have you been a moik?
22 years
4. Was studying Dhamma the stimulation for you to come to Thailand?
“To same extent — | waskooking for any kind of valid spiritual training.
5. Why did you go to Wat Nong Pha Pong?
*t first went to Wat Pah Nanachat a) because | needed a place to stay and
b) because | thought the monks might be interesting people (but | did not
like institutionalised religion at the time).
6. What did you feel when you first saw Wat Nong Pha Pong?
"Again,.l first went to Wat Pah Nanachat so my impressions came from there:
It was a very quiet and serene place, | grew up in the country and so |
loved the forest and 1 really liked the way all the monks lived in their own
huts in the woods. ‘
7. What did you feet when you first saw Ven.Ajahn Cha?
*He was very clear, straightforward and strong but not warm at all. What he
said scrambled alt my ideas about my own spirituat qualities and also my
projections about What a great spiritual master” was like. His words then
have been very significant and useful over the years.
8. As we know, Ven. Ajahn Cha regulated that anyone who wanted to be
ordained at Wat Nong Pa Pong, has to be a monk at Wat Nong Pah Pong for at
least & years. What did you feel when you first knew about this regulation.
Did you eccept it in the beginning? Why did you make up decision to
follow his regulation later?
*When | first became a "pah kau® | decided that | would stey for at least 2
years to try things out (1 year on 8 precepts, 1 year on 10). | also made
the resolution that | would leave whenever | found out "...that the Buddha
was wrong.” By the time | was ready to become a bhikkhu | was more
interested in staying for fife that looking for a temporary experience so
the °5 years” factor was a non-issue for me.
9. As we know, regulations of Wat Nong Par Pong are quite strict. What did
you feel?  Could you follow them well in the beginning?

| felt great -- | needed some clear guidelines in my life. Keeping rules
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is gonerally no problem for me and | soon becams vary scrupulous with them.
10. Have you ever had any doubt on then? If so, What did you do?

*Doubt about the rules? about the teaching? about my conduct? The question
is not clear: generally speaking | have used the meditation to cut through
the doubt regardiess of what has caused it to arise. | am not a big doubter
by character.

11. How did he teach you Dhamma? What was the topic he focused on?

*Generally he taught by example but in the few personal contacts | had with
him as a young novice and monk he showed extaordinary kindness and wisdom
towards me. He talked a iot about “letting go® and about uncertainty
(anicca). He was extremely adaptable.

12. Did he use the same methods in teaching alf students? If not, How? And
why?

*He was famous for having 10,000 different methods of teaching: one for
every student, plué a few spare. He always spoke according to circumstancs
and the needs of the individual. He was very creative.

13. Have you ever misunderstood the matters he taught? How did he explain
them to you?

*Only a few minor points, but t never asked about them; | just contemplated
and investigated until | understood. ‘

14. In your opinion, what were the strategies he used to make you understand
Dhamma mare ¢leary.

*He manifested the énlightened mind - that was the only strategy he
needed. This was particulary noticeable in his total acceptance of all -
human characteristics. Nothing and nobody could upset or faze him.
15. In your opinion, was knowledge on Dhamma background required for Ven.
Ajahn Chan's students?

*No -- only the interest to practice.
16. In your opinion, why Ven. Ajahn Chah had so many students?

*Because he made good soup people got to hear about it, and showed up to
try it.

17. When did you set up the branch?

*{ was asked to by Ajahn Sumedho.

18. Were you assigned by Ven. Ajahn Chah to set it up?

*No, he was told about it but he was already paralysed and unable to speak
when the American Buddhists asked Ajahn Sumedho to start a branch.

19. Was the regulation of your branch same to the regulation of Wat Nong Pha

L /QeIMSGIAISK=L10.383.£4U. / £ _QY3Y&IOgIN=KaNnld_eal&i=33/ 9L&CUTMDOX=AL HIVES_IaNg=&MSG=MD0LYD4U4L L1715¢4
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Pong?
"Yes
20. Why did you do that? Did Ven. Ajahn Chah told you to do so?
*It's what alf the branches do, it sustains hammony best this way.
21.1In your opinion, how were Ven. Ajahn Chah'’s teaching strategies?
*Be a good example, practice well, tell good stories and give imaginative
similes
22. Could you raise an example of Ven. Ajahn Chah'’s words or incidents that
you felt impressed? R
“*When | overslept one moming as a pah kau at Wat Pah Nanachat, he saw me
and gave me a very big smile. He said: "Sleep is delicious!”
23. What were the characters of Ven. Ajahn Chah that were always in your
mind?
*Goodness, kindness, wisdom, strength, sense of humbur.
24. When you taught Dhamma to your students. Have you used to raise Ven.
Ajahn Chah's words or samples to comprehend difficult topic of Dhamma.
Please give me some words or samples that you used most often.
*Very often | use his teachings as e>.‘<arnpies.
Favourite quotations arg: " A samana has no future.” "if you let go a
little you will have a little peace; if you let go a lot you will have a ot
of peaée; if you let go completely you will have complete peace.”
"Uncertainty is the Buddha.” "One who undertakes spiritual practice should
expect to experience a great deal of friction and difficulty.” "Until you

know the pain of attachment, you will stiil refuse to let go.*

| hope that my findings would be advantages for all teachers who needed to

have good sample in teaching their students.

Should there be any questions, please feel free to contact me.

If you could recommend me another foriegn Ajahns who have been directly
taught by Ven. Ajahn Cha, please give me more information through my E-Mail

address.

" Thanks for your kindness
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