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‘The main purpore of this study is to determine the in fluences of
shopping centers on Chiang Mai City,specifically their influence on the
pattern of commercial development.In addition this study aims to show
aspects of urban change brought about by shopping centers,such as consumer
behaviour,economic and physical change.The final part of this study develops
guidelines for addressing problems caused by shopping center impacts.

The results of this study show that shopping centers in Chiang Mai
are mostly located in the central business area.The rest are located in the
intermediate areas between inner urban and surrounding residential areas.It
has been found that the service functions of shopping centers can be
classified in three levels corresponding to the size of the servise radius:

1. The regional shopping center(service radius 5-6 Km. )

2. The community shopping center(service radius 2 Km. )

3. The neighbourhood or local shopping center(service radius 1 Km.)

In addition,this study shows that shopping centers are product of
commercial development patterns,They have many kinds of goods and services
that are convenient for consumers,interms of time/distace consumption and
needs. Changes in commercial developments have also led to changes in
consumers'behaviour as the number of shopping centers have increased.

Another aspect of thestudy is the observation that shopping centers
have had impacts on commercial centres themseles,particularly with respect
to the cloure of surronding businesses which have been unable to compete,
this has in turn affected land use.In addition,this study found that there
was a relation between location of shopping centers and locations of
residertial areas,particularly those which have grown in the past 2-3years;
From this study it has been found that most of change brought about by
shopping center development have led to probiems in urban infrastructure as
well as adverse visual impacts on surrounding areas.

Despite such findings,this study developed a number of guidelines
aiming to lesson the adverse impacts of the shopping centers on Chiang Mai
City as well as maximising the benefits of such centers to the city. '
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