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4| KITTIMA CHANTREE : THE MALACCA STRAITS AND THE SECURITY OF INDONESIA
,». /| AND MALAYSIA. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.CHAYACHOKE CHULASIRIWONGS,

This thesis is making a study on the Malacca Straits and the security
of Indonesia and Malaysia, politically and economically. The purpose of this
study is to show the important factors which caused the outcome of the Joint
Statement between Indonesia and Malaysia on November 16, 1971. It was
announced that the Malacca Straits was to become territorial seas and that the
Indonesian and the Malaysian governments would take over and supervise the use
of the Straits. This analytical study is based on the concept of national
interest.

It is found that the underlying reasons for such an announcement was
that; geographical environments had led to other problems such as congested
and insecure navigation, pollution, and piracy. First, these problems caused
much loss affecting the economic  security of the coastal states. Second,
strategy became the most important motif. The British announcement to
withdraw itself from the East of Suez led to the expansion of the U.S. and the
USSR influence which were competing each other in the Indian Ocean. Most of
these activities, however had to rely on the Malacca Straits. And thus, made
Indonesia and Malaysia become anxious about the country's security.

However, many countries which were using the Malacca Straits such as
the U.S., the USSR and Japan protested the Indonesia and Malaysia's claim over
the Malacca Straits because they wanted it to be an international and free
straits to be used for their own and others’ benefits.
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