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Implicit Association Test: A New Measure for Attitudes And

Social Cognition Applied to Minimal Group Situation

Thipnapa Huansuriya
Theeraporn Uwanno

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were twofold. One was to study the influence
of minimal group situation on implicit and explicit measures of intergroup bias as well
as the bias in judging the performance of ingroup and outgroup and the role of the
persons” need for cognition in moderating such influence. Another purpose was to
develop and test a Thai version of the “Implicit Association Test,” (IAT) a new measure
for attitudes and social cognition. Paticipants were 164 Chulalongkorn University
undergraduate students who were classified as having high or low in need for
cognition. Each participant went through a minimal group situation paradigm
and took the IAT. Participants then rated their explicit attitude towards ingroup and
outgroup, read and rated their attitude towards the essay which was believed that it
was written either by one of their ingroup members or by one of the outgroup
members.

The results are as follow:

1. When ingroup names were associated with pleasant attributes, both high and
low need for cognition groups respond by pressing the button to categorize those words
more quickly than when outgroup names were associated with pleasant attributes.
The Implicit Association Test scores of high and low need for cognition groups show
that they both have implicit intergroup bias.

2. Both high and low need for cognition groups rate their explicit attitudes
towards their ingroup members more positively than towards the outgroup members.
The explicit attitude scores of high and low need for cognition groups show that they
both have explicit intergroup bias. But when examine their ratings in detail, there are

differences in some attributes: low need for cognition persons judge that the essential
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differences between ingroup and outgroup members are in the attributes that involve
social interaction whereas high need for cognition not only rate such attributes
differently but also stress the difference in the persons’ cognitive abilities.

3. The explicit measure of intergroup bias of high need for cognition group
does not correlate with the implicit measure of intergroup bias. Whereas the explicit
measure of intergroup bias of low need for cognition group correlates with the implicit
measure of intergroup bigs.

4. For high need for cognition group, those who read ingroup’s essay do not
rate their attitude towards the essay differently from those who read outgroup’s essay.
Whereas for low need for cognition group, those who read ingroup’s essay rate their
attitude towards the essay more positively than those who read outgroup’s essay.
These results show that low need for cognition persons do have intergroup bias in the
judgment of ingroup’s and outgroup’s performance, while high need for cognition

persons do not.
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