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Khorat basin in NE Thailand is underlain by Maha Sarakham Formation
.which includes thick salt layers interbedded. From aerial photograph and
Landsats, some unique natural features are well observed. They appear as a
ring shape depression around a relatively higher mound(s) which is called in
1thls paper "Annular Depression Landform" (abDL) .

| 142 ADL sites are manifested. They are wildly distributed in the

!study areas, covering about 17,255 sqg.km.. It is possible to classify them

into 5 groups based on the distinct landforms as follows ; annular depression

of a single level (Type-1), annular depression of different levels (Type- 2),

‘annular depression with several minor depression adjacent to a mound (Type-3),
annular depression with minor depression developed on top of a mound (Type-4) ,
and annular depression with coalescing mounds (Type-5).

_ The gravity survey was carried out in the four selected ADL areas,
'in order to obtain the related underlain geological structures. The results
'show that the ADL features are probably underlain by shallow salt dome.

It is further observed that the ADL are widely distributed in the
funderlain Maha Sarakham Formation terrain of any type of geology except in
'the area of flood plains of the major rivers. In some areas, the
distribution of ADL has a certain relation with lineaments, circular features
‘and anticlinal features. In addition, it is expected that the grouping of
ADL, as aforementioned and their distribution may indicate the stages of
these formations and salt dome evolution.

‘From the results of this study, it is quite clear that the aerial
photographs and Landsat images are the efficient tools in location the sites
ADL. However, with the support of the gravity survey, the shallow salt dome
structure can be indicated and if this is possible it will lead to the
‘economic aspect as well as the detailed geologic studies of the salt layers.
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