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|

{The objective of this research is to study the distribution, the
functioné, and the variants of the discourse marker "NA" ,and to study the
co-occuri;ce of discourse marker "NA" and other discourse markers in
Bangkok Thai casual conversations. Data include 60 minutes of casual
converaa#iona in Bangkok Thali recorded on audic tapes and transcribed into
Thail scripts. Only representations of discourse marker "NA" are transcribed
into phonetics scripts. The data consist of 8 conversations in different

commun1c4t1ve situations. The theoretical framework in this research is that
presented by Schiffrin (1987).
e

|The study shows 27 variants of discourse marker "'NA", These variants
show the |speaker's attitude, mood and the feeling. Moreover, it is found that
these 27 variante are in fact variants of 3 diecourse markers : naI‘h, .
nal‘%n }and na® . Diecouree markers na?‘w and na'’ are topic marker
and commdnt marker respectively and function in the plane of ideational
structurg.Discourse marker nal‘%n functions in ‘the plane of information
state. Iff signale the eemiactive state of information. Each of the discourse
markers ''NA" affects the meaning of the turn conmstruction unit which it occurs
with. As ifor the co-occurence with other discourse markere, discouse marker
MNAY canIco-occur with other discourse markers in the preceding and the
following position except discourse marker na2%» which can co=-occur with
other digcourse markers only in the preceding position.
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