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ABSTRACT

On June 24, 1932, the People’s Party overthrew the old regime
of absolute monarchy and changed the Thai government into constitutional
monarchy. Yet it does not mean that the Thai political process has
been democratic. It can be said that the success of the coup was
apparently a compromise between the People’s Party and King Rama VII.
Though it was generally known that the royal power had constitutionally
been limited, the royal institution is still the symbol of unity and
acted as a counter-weight against the otherwise absolute power exercised
by the People's Party to the greatest extent. However, the King was
forced to abdicate his throne because he felt truly disappointed
with the People's Party, which failed to run the country along
democratic lines which they promised at the beginning. Later the
relationship between the Royal Institution and the People'’s Party
was between the Regent's Party and the People's Party, and as the
two Kings, Anantamahidol and Phumipol Adulyadej, were then too
young, the members of the Regent's Party were at times dominated
fully by the People’s Party. Thus, the Thai political process since
1934 was without royal checks and balances. Even so, the King's
status remained so supreme and sacred in the people'’s heart that none
has dared to challenge it up to the present time.



Therefore, the political process since the Revolution
was monopolised by the People's Party fprom 1932 to 1947 and the
Coup d'e'tat party from 1947 since then. The reintroduction of
the 1932 Constitution with the 1952 Amendment was a new start
at the old starting point and thus exhibited the failure of the
People's Party and the Coup d'e'tat party to establish the
constitutional regime. This is because the People's Party, or
later the Coup d'e'tat party, continued to use the constitution
as the instrument to justify their monopoly of power. There
were certain measures introduced to insure their political
monoply, e.g. the appointment of the second category represent--
atives or senators, the promulgation of extra laws, and the single
political party system. We clearly see that when such measures
were not based on popular will political stability can hardly
exist. The power struggle between the military faction and
the civilian faction was one cause of the political instability
during this period. From the end of the Second World War to
1951, the civilian faction played an important political role,
particulary from 194Y% to 19%7. But the inefficiency of the
civilian government enabled the military faction under the name
of the coup d'e'tat party to resume its political role and
therefore called the democratic experiment to a halt.

All Thai constitutions theoretically adopted a parlia-
mentary system of government. But in parctice the Executive
dominated the Legislative. As a result during the past 20 years
the Thai political process was characterised by political
succession without legal justification: close involvement of
politics and bureaucracy; weak political party system even if we
had two fine occasions to begin with the two-political party
system instead of a single or a multi system. In addition,
popular participation in the political process was limited during
these periods, and political awareness of the people was rather
low. Significant barriers to democratic development



were derived from various sourcess. For example, the Thai society
was not conducive, and the political elites lacked cormon democratic
ideology. Besides, they were deeply involved in power struggle.

The political change, if any, was made at the top level only, and
had little effect on the people at the bottom. Therefore the past

20 years of our political experiences was merely a waste of time.
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