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from Ancient Times to Early Bangkok Period,.
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Thesis Adviser Khun Warunyupa Snitwong Na Ayudhya

Asolstﬁﬂfﬁgrofessor Piyanat Bunnag

Department

Academic Year

of Thai hlstorlcal uﬁizifgf_ffsziggTeﬁQ time to the early

Bangkok period. The research was undertaken to thoroughly

explore links with the past, the development of historical
consciousness and the factors which influenced recorder in each
of the intervening epochs., The historical writing studied is
of considerable historical value, On the basis of subject
matter, and by identifying the personal characteristics of
writers, their purpose in writing and the general conditions

of their times, it is possible to: recounstruct the very
different attitudes people held in the past, helps us to see

their milieu as they saw it, and understand the manner in which



they gave their meaning and purpose: how they used their
imagination and ordered their experience of reality. And

then we can use these documents properly and efficiently,

For the purposes of this thesis the historical writings
examination is divided into three groups: Charuk, Tamnan and
Pongsawadarn, \hen considered from a modern standpoint, many

of the works discussed may beJ ///g to be wanting in accuracy,

~

completeness, obserqﬁfiﬁ%iaﬁ? m§€Eﬁ§610gy. However, to apply

such standards is to/g///f

practising research

ap anachronlc error, Rather than
At
b \:*S (4 o

)tef'

is undcrstood today, historians

of earlier times wer omp%_te;y prececupied with the problem
f‘“-5‘ﬁ\

of applying their relléﬁg aﬁﬂ*yolitlcal views to justify or

ratloqallsc a glven s1tu§fi§§;~wInterp£etat1on of events was

set according to tﬁéﬁgzijiififf,ziiyg'of the time, Writers

could decorate, but not deviate from, an officialy acceptable

point of view,

The discussion is organised into five chapters and a
preface.The purypose, 1imitations, methodology and value of the
thesis is outlined in preface. Chapter I deals with the basic
issues faced by historian in using the works under study are
discussed with reference to:the problems in elucidating the
thoughts, meanings and context of subject matter; and the ways
in which history is used in relationship to the ideas of

philosophers and contemperary historians, Chapter II Charuk



“‘1

the result of a survey of 284 tables is presented along with
a diécussion of their origin, Engravings of apparently Thai
race are divided into three groups: special early engrowings,
medieval engravings (about 1,900 - 2,000 B,C.) and late
engravings (commencing 2,000 B.C.) through which the
development of Thai writing is traced. This chapter is

concluded with general commentgégn the characteristics, value

o *,,ﬂ/
and a special note on:f%EEhls? qs;gi:?ole of engraved monuments,
Chapter III Tamnan thei///i nificaﬁﬁé:“and subject matter

7)Tamhan Wat.and Tamnan Maeng. The
/ oY h

ufﬁ for which they were written,
o *‘:‘ )f\(

presentation of social’c ndﬂ%i origins in common consciousness
v' —_— !' 4 J

classified into two gy

following are analyse

and the view given of 809 . 1L systems. The chapter is
B »—//"// A /x\_{’ o

n'Y e )

eresentdtion and evaluation

of Tamnan. Chapter Pongsawadarn fof&ows a similar format,
beginning with a description and definition of the term
"pongsawadarn”, followed by a classification of types in which
use is made of past research. An evaluation of primary and
secondary sources, is carried out as well as an analysis of
subject matter to help identify the characteristics, modes of
presentation and the rational behind Pongsawadarn as compared
with Tamnan., Chapter V Conclusions' drawn from the study are
presented, similarities and differences discussed, and common

themes that run through the subject matter and thought, traced

back and brought together.
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