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ABSTRACT

The Greek myth used by the Gréck poets to form the plot
of their drama never loses its status as a rich source of*
concept for plays.

The purpose of /this thesis is to compare the. presentation
of the Electrean myth among the Greek and modern dgamatists by
focusing on their-technique, purpose, characterizafion and
philosophy of life, This thesis tries to illustrate clearly
that the Greek myth, which is told from the Greek point of view,
can be adapted to the modern concepts by making use of modern
techniqueé as well as some Greek ones., Eugene O'Neill, for
instance, used some psychological theories and environmental
forces to explain the characters' behaviour. His use of the
Greek mask - in the symbolic sense -- and the Greek device of
chorus help his trilogy toward modern perfection without loosing
the Greek touch.

Apart from studying the plays from various aspects such

as historical, philosophical, sociological and ethical, this



thesis also compares the ways in which outstanding ideas of each
period are used in the plays. It poinfs out that there are
different concepts even in the same period too. Sophocles and
Euripides, for example, expressed their diverse views on fatalism.
In the modern times, O'Neill accepted the concept of psychology
and naturalism while Giraudoux worked with the political concepts
of his days.

As a result, this thesis shows that Greek plots and
especially the themes, whi¢h interest the modern plywrights are
universal and timeless, /Justice and breech of moral code in the
Electrean myth, for instance, are often discussed in all ages.
The comparative study of the Electrean myth in this thesis
therefore presents the development of attitudes towards the same

problems in different periods.
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