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Now, tell me, old man ...
What is my next step? Have I any friends in Argos?
Whom shall I contact? Shall I go by night or day?
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Orestes : Am I to kill them both at the same time?
Electra : The killing of my mother I shall claim myself.
Orestes : Good, And in my part I'll take Fortune for my gulde.
(p.127.)
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What shall we do then? Are we going to kill our mother ...
She brought me up, she bore me! How can I take her life?
I'1l go in. Every step is dreadful; and the end

Before me, still more dreadful. Yet, if Heaven so wills,
Let it be done. Heaven cannot help my agony. (pp.138 - 9.)
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O Pheobus, in the command of your aracle
Justice was hidden from me,

but in its fulfilment

You have made torment clear. (p.146.)
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Aegisthus said, "Stay here today and be my guest,

I'm killing a bull in honour of the Nymphs; and you must share
the banguet. (p.132.)

v v

X
ﬂﬁWﬂuwﬁ1u:n4ﬂ0wuuud1Wﬂmﬂq Jyd  mawuieniieTzmNgLYeIY

uﬂouﬂﬂNUlﬂUHmﬁTTNﬂUWﬂQWNﬂﬁﬁuﬁhﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂTﬂ ﬂg“ﬁdﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ??ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁuﬁiﬂﬁn-

v v

4.
Lﬁuunanf,u111ﬁ ) umnﬂwfﬁulwwnquuutﬂuRQMUﬂ 2 ﬂﬂqlﬂrﬁiwuﬂqwﬂaﬂaalﬁ
' ]
n

lﬂﬂU101Uﬁz@?§ﬂ Oresteia.” #QU Agamemnon luﬂﬂaﬁ?nﬂﬂdﬁuUﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁfﬂ



25

PP 000000 SP00EPRNRPESNOSISSIBROINIOOILOSRNOIESIEPOEOIOLLD OGS

This is the hand of Zeus! Zeus we revere,
Whose lasting law bost host and guest must fear;
Who long since against Paris bent

His bow with careful aim, and sent

His vengeance flying not too near

Nor past the stars, but time to pay

The debt of Justice on the appointed day.
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So, doomed, deluded, Paris came
To sit at hs host's table, and seduce
Helen his wife, and shame

The house of Atreus and the law of zeus.:L6
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Phoebus, yes, Phoebus but he is my lord, so I
Am silent, He is wise; but his command to you
was not wise. (p. 148.)

1) o sohylus, The Orestejen Triology trans. Philip Vellacott
(London : The Penguin classics, 1969), p. 57.
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Chorus : Then why did you, being gods,

And brothers of this murdered woman,

Not shield her from the pursuing vengeance?
Castor : The pattern of Necessity

Led where it had to lead,

Helped by the unwise utbterence of Apollo. (p.150.)
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According to Aristotle, a sophoclean chorus is a character that
tekes an important role in the action of the play, instead of merely
making incidental music between the scenes, as in the play of Eurlpldes.17

1 v

X
quﬂﬁ?u ﬁUﬁWﬁﬂﬂﬁ1Mﬂi;1UﬁuuﬂUTWﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ ﬁﬂﬂ?vTﬂQlWﬁQﬁTﬂUiTUQULiﬂQ

4:¥
AUnaY WasauinTudemrazasntaamalusandm

Chorws : long ago, in the mountains of Argos,
A soft young lamb under its ewe,
(So say the grey - haired spimners of old tales)
Who was found by Pan,
And Pan, they say, brought it to Atreus king
An Argos;
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l7Robe1:'t Hogan and Sven Eric Molin, Op.cit., pe34e



And the people cane at once
And honoured the royzl palace w:Lth dancing
and singing.

Then Thyestes turned to treachery,
He lay secretly with Atreus’ wife
and persuaded her;
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0 Clytemmestra, sister of two famous brothers!
Had you but renembercd tales like these
As you raised your hand to kill your husband
Ahl!
Fmen&s what was that: Did I imagine it a shout
Like subterranean thunder?. Or did you hear it to0?
The gale is up, I tell you, “and bring news, My lady?
Electra! Come out here!

Enter Electra.

(ppe 129 - 3.)
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Dear Electra, you did a dreadful wrong to you brother,
Foreing him against his will (p.146.)
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Chorus Wretched, miserable woman! How could you bear

To see with your own eyes
Your mother gasping out her life?
Orestes

I held my cloak over my eyes

Whilt with'my sword, I performed sacrifice,
Driving the blade into my mother's throat.
And T urged you on,

And held the sword, my hand beside yours.,
Could any act be more dreadful? (p.147.)

Electra.

Chorus
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Slay him forth with and cast his corpse to the creatures from
whom such as he should have burial, for from our sight." (p. 147.)

%Lanm:ﬂﬂﬂqg?ﬁﬁa

Shame makes me fear 7
To insult the deed, lest sharp resentment
point at me. (p. 1364)
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23191 h\iﬂﬂ?iﬂmaaﬂm’lﬂ "He may not indeed destroy the frame - work

of the received legend --- but he ought to show the invention of his

own and skillfully handle the traditional inaterial."18

lBRobert Hogen and Sven Erit Molin, Drama : The Major Genres

(New York s Dodd, Mead & Co., 1970), p. 12.
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