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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an analysis of the nature of the corruption
existing in %he administrativey economic and social institutions of
the Thai society. The modernization of Thailand during the reign
of King Rama V (1868 - 1910) was useéd in analyzing causes and pro-
cess of corruption since this period was the significant beginning
of the country's political, economic and social development as a
civilized country.

Corruption in Thailand had been & problem long before Western
influence due to defects in the country's administrative, economic
and social structﬁres. These defects became more severe as the
country was flooded with Western influences. When modernization
was on its way, corruption was by no means eliminated since moderni-
zation emphasized the establishment of new administrative institutions
with only partial improvement and alterations of long standing orga-
nizations. Thus modernization was of a quantitative nature rather
than qualitative. Despite so-called modernization, the politic£l,
social and eeonomic structure, including the people's attitudes

toward society, customs, traditions, and values of life remained



relatively unchanged. Consequently, the people were still closely
influenced by the old social structures making the task of corrup-
tion abolishment very difficult. This problem resulted in the in-
effectiveness of the development in the period of King Rama V, If
also discouraged energetic and innovative individuals and gradually
built up anti - government feeling among the people. This leads to
political instability., Corruption resulted in economic loss, and
declining moral standards and values in societye.

This study used the systematic and analytical approach search
for the causes and the results of corruption by analyzing several
short-comings in social structures and values.

Such an analysis should throw some light on the origin and
the results of corruption in the Thai society. In the development
process of the country, it is insufficient to concentrate on poli-
tical, military and materialistic machineries. In additionylabour

efficiency must be improved by means of eliminating corruption.
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