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Abstract

The objective of this study is to compare the fertility of Thai
and Thai Muslim women in Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkhla.

The main hypothesis is that the fertility of Thai Muslim women is

lower than Thai women.

Data used in this study are derived from base line data of
"The Songkhla Integrated Rural Development Model’ which was done jointly by
the Faculty of Public Health, Mahidol University and the Family Health
Division, Ministry of Public Health during Jume 1977. The total sample
contains 778 women, 391 Thai and 387 Thai Muslim. Their ages range from

15-44 years, all of them are currently married.

It appears from the study that the cumulative fertility and

current fertility of Thai Muslim women are lower than Thai women.

So far as sociological factors are concerned, the following
findings are obtained: Women with 1-4 years Qf education, the cumulative
fertility of Thai Muslim women is lower than Thai women. The reverse result
is found among the non-education group and the group which is controlled by
present age of women. Contrelling husband's education, similar pattern is

also found.



Concerning economic factors, the women who engaged in agricultural
and housework occupation, Thai Muslim women tend to have lower fertility
than Thai women whereas Thai Muslim women tend to have higher fertility than
Thai women for non-agricultural occupation. Same pattern is also found when
both husband's occupation and present age of women are controlled. When
income facter is taken into consideration, Thai Muslim women have lower
fertility than Thai women. Only a slight difference occurred for all-age

groups.

Related to other factore, Thai Muslim women desire for more
additional children than Thai women. With regard to knowledge and practice
in family planning, Thai women have more knowledge and practice in family
planning than Thai Muslim women. However, it is found that Thai Muslim
women have fewer number of children ever born than Thai women for both used
and non-used of family planning. Incidentally, number of Thai Muslim women
who intend to use family planning methods in the future is fewer than Thai
women but this pattern does not exist among women age 35-44 with over five

living children when present age is controlled.
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