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ABSTRACT

Since the change of government from an absolute monarchy to
democracy on June 24, 1932, the militery group has had an important
role in the political events as a charge agent. The Revolution of
1932, however, laked public coporation. Although, " The People Party "
had ten years' democratic development plan in mind, they did not really
implement democratic development plan towards full democracy. It can
be said that the Thai political struggle, after the Revolution of 1932,
was among the top military leaders.

Field Marshall Sarit Thanarat was the most powerful 1leader in
the Thai political history since 1932, FLis role had a great impact upon
the Thai parliamentary system. He was the leader of the military group
who overthrew the Field Marshall Pibunsongkram Government which was corupt
and unpopular on September 16, 1957. As a consequence, he became a public

hero or a man on a white horse who could set the nation right.



-/

After the Coup D! Etat of September 16, 1957, Field Marshall
Sarit wanted to display his democratic spirit by entrusting power to
the civilian leader, Mr. Pot Sarasin, to supervise a new general
election, He also supported the government formed after the election
by General Thanom Kittikachorn. But ten months later, he seized power
on October 20, 1958 again. His action obviously whowed that he had the
great personal desire to keep his power and his security much more than
social responsibility or desire to enhance the general welfare of the
people. He was the first leader who overthrew the entire political
institutions : The constitution was suspended, the parliament was
dissolved, the political parties were out — lawed, no group of more
than five persons may gather and a number of the loudest parliamentary
and journalist opponents of the governnent were jailed. He took over
the Office of Prime Minister and establised himself as a military
dictator.

It is, therefore, very interesting to study the real cause of
the Revolution of 1958 because it will help us understand the
development of the Thai political system and why Field Marshall Sarit
Thanarat could succeed in the pelitical stru.gle. Suggestions are
offered as to how the civilian leaders could check and balance the

power of the military leaders.
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