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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compare the self-concept
of adolescent students of both sexes from middle and lower-class
families, Subject were boys and girls from four coeducational
schools in Bangkok—ThonBuri Metropolitan City, aged between 12-17
years, who were studying in Mathayomsuksa 3. The socioeconomic
status criteria were based on.education, occupation and income of
their parents. Fifty boys and fifty girls from middle.class fami-
lies, and a similar number from lower-class families were taken
as the subjects of this studye The data were collected by the
Piers-Harris Children's Self-Concept Scale which consists of the
following factors::Behavior, Intellectual and School Status,
Physical Appearance,and Attributes, Anxiery, Popularity, Happiness
and Satisfaction, and the Total Scale Score. The t-test was

employed to analyze the data.

The maJor results of the study were as follows:

1. The adolescent boys and adolescent girls from mlddle-
class families differed significantly in the behavior and anxiety
factors. It was indicated that the adolescent girls more often
tended to think better of themselves regarding their behavior
than the adolescent boys from middle~class familieq;whereas the
score on the anxiety factor indicated that adolescent girls had

higher anxiety than adolescent boys from middle-class families.

2. The adolescents boys and adolescent girls from lower-
class families differed significantly in the behavior and in the

total scale score. It was indicated that the adolescent girls



more often tended to think better of themselves regarding their
behavior and had a better self-concept from the total scaie

score than The adolescent boys from lower-class families.

3, The adolescents from middle-class families and the
adolescents from lower-class families differed significantly in
all factors. It was indicated, also, that adolescents from
middle-class families more often tended to think better of them=-
selves regarding their behavior, intellectual and school status,
physical appearance and attributes, popularity, happiness and
satisfaction than the adolescents from lower-class families did.
On the anxiety factor, however, it was indicated that adolescents
from lower-class families mbre often tended to have a higher

degree of anxiety than adolescents from middle-class families,
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