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Thailand has faced the same basic problems encountered by other
developing countries in the ‘areas of economical, political and social
development, Besides these basic problems, Royal Thai Government (RTG) has
over the years been involved in a constant struggle with the Communist Party
of Thailand (CPT) in rural areas. This struggle with the CPT has caused
‘delays in the development of rural areas by the RIGe To stop the actions
of the CPT, the RTG had decided to create a task force, consisting of a
combination of the police and the military. This creation of a task force
to combat the CPT was accepted as the initial policy of the RTG for oommunist
suppression. This policy proved to be ineffective in the suppression of
the CPT activities, but due to influences by govermment officials additional
money and men continued to be wasted on this operation. What the RTG failed
to understand was the methods that the CPT used in controlling the rural
areas, The CPT had adopted the principle of guerrilla warfare with the
use of hit and run tactics, coercion tactics and political indoctrination
tactics. The use of such tactics afforded the CPT control of rural areas

and allowed continuous civil disturbance in these areas, causing the RTG



to commit more money and men to stop the CPT actions. This increase in
spending by the RTG created economical social and political hardships on the
country., ZEventmally, the RTG began to realize the task force was ineffective
against CPT activities and abandoned this line of action. To win against
the CPT the RTG realized that control of the villages was the important
factor in suppression of communist control., To win the support of the
villages, the RTG created programs that provided aid and assistance whenever
needed. This allowed the villages to see that their Government cared about
their welfare and sought their eooperation in the suppressing of communist
activities, Through such prpgraﬁa.the villages and the RTG formed a strong
deterrent forces against the‘GPT.

This thesis tries to show the function and the responsibility of
the First Army Division in suppression of the Communist Party of Thailand.
To define the operations of the First Army Division, the writer must
categorize the operations. The type and method of civic action can be
considered one category with emphasis on what is appropriate for the military
activities and the ability to obtain cooperation among the prople. The
second category consists of good army management (unity of command, personnel,
supplies, etc.) for continuous operation of civic actions. Information
dealing with the First Armmy Division operation was collected from documents,
text books, regulations, reports from concerned units and questionaires from
prople in the area under the First Army Division. When possible, interviews
with Army Officers in charge of civilian works were used. ;

Based on the sources, I found that the different types of project

developed by the First Army were appropriate for different areas. The



people were educated government's responsibility and concern for them, And,
the people were able to gain confidence in their ability to protect them=
selves and their villages from CPT actions. In conclusion the civic action
pro jects developed by the First Army Division were able to create a sense
of moral and social obligation among the people, so that they can assist
the RTG in the suppression of the CPT,

The efficiency of this operation was based on the use of Military
Organization System of Line and Staff Function, cooperation and unity of
command, The use of line and staff funetion will give to the Commander the
ability to make decisions faster and correctly. The use of good management
among the First Army Division allowed the Army to perform its job ia an ‘
officiont mamner, This fact is based on questionaires given to the people
living in the area controlled by the military, The overall response from
the people was that they werc satisfied with the military's performance.

4s indicated by the data, it can be assumed that the current civie
action program is proving effective. .ae writer suggests that for the
suppression of the OPT, civic action must be given top priority by the
Government, This can be achieved by political courses that dispel the
communist myth; selection and training of personnel for civic actions duties,
and the placement of permament units in the remote and isolated areas to
continue the civic action programs. ‘These actions will insurc the eontinued
cooperation of the people in the elimination of the GPT. Furthermore, the
use of mass communications media is an effective weapon for civic action
programs, '~ And, by using other govermment and public services to assist in

the civic action program the task of civie action will be highly cffective,
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