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Abgtract

Considering the Thai Political system since the 24th June
1932, it can be argued that Thailand has never been successful in
democracy. There are several reasons for her failure. First of all,
the Thai political culture has not been compatible with the ideologies
and practices of the democratic system. Secondly, the Thai political
socialization has not enhanced political infterest among the Thais.
This-has resuted in their lack of knowledge, understanding and
experience in the democratic politics at both the national and local
levels. Thirdly, the Thais have paid less attention to politics because
of the increasing economic pressure on their living. Fourthly, Thai
'people_prefef an easy way of life and politics is considercd a "seriousg®
issue. Finally, the Thai political institntions have never been stable
enough to act as bases for change in political behaviors an& for ponlitical
development .

This study aims at examining the political interest and‘pdlitical
participation of people in three tambons of Ampur Muang Chonburi, Chonburi

province. The three tambons are : Ban Khod = a more modernized tambon



which is in municipal arca: Bang Scei - a modoratc moderniszed tambon which
ig in Sookapiban. area; and lNong liai Dacng —~ a less modernizoed tambon

which ig nutside municipality and Sonkapiban. The total samples arc

332 persons. The survey wag dome in July 1277. It was found that =

1) People had little sufficiont understanding and intoreet in
the democratic politics;

2) Pecople had little onthusiasm in political participation;

3) differcnce in sex had sigmificant influcnce wpon their
intercst and participation in democratic politics. Male had more
prlitical intcrest and participabion than fomnlo.

4) 1level of cdncation affocted significantly their political
intercst and participation.  Those who had highcr cducation had more

political interest and participation Than those who had lower cducation.
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