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Thesis Title Forced Labour in Thai Feudal Systems
lame Deja Chayabongse. Department of BEcononics

Acadenmic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

This thesis will look into the aspect of using forced labour
in the history of Thailand from the bezinning of Ayutthaya period
up to .B.E.21952 of Chakri Dynasty,. . The thesis will look intc the
question of when did the using of forced labour start, what group

of people were forced to yield their surplus value to the ruling
clacs. Cou.?.,rj the status and different classes of people be changed?
Or s it fixed?

An importa‘xt aspect in this study is tp ook into the super-
st_ructure of the economy which enabled the practice of forced labour
te came in to existence. We would see how the ruling class had
imposed laws and régulations on the mass also forcing them to accept

. their rulings by asserting the devine right of thelking' idecologye

=

de wovl” see how the people's life and state of mind had been affected

by the imposition of forc.ed labour by the ruling class.



The last aspect to be studied is how would the using of forced
labour effect the development of the economy. We would consider whether
labour had really been "forced”? Were there any attempts to get out
of “he system and were there any exceptions to the rules of forced ,
labour? In the end we would sée how surplus value were used in the
econoimy, Whether it was used to benefit the economy and to enhance
its developmente

The thesis would depend upo§ economic»historians' theories,
especiallj those of John Hicks and Karl Marx to explain the formation
of feudal societies and alienated labour in a forced labour societye
I'aterials would be gathered from official‘documents in the National
Archive =nd from laws existing in cifferent periods. It would also
rely books and articles written by historians, sociologists and

economic historizns for additional informationse
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