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THESIS TITLE The Legal Status of the Chinese in Thailand.
NAME Thavi Theerawongseri DEPARTMENT Government
ACADEMIC YEAR 1972

ABSTRACT

Relationship between Thailand and China has existed since the
ancient time. Economic motive is the main reason for the immigration of
the Chinese into Thailand. Besides, the warm welcome and the accommodating
occupation opportunity provided by the Thai Government help hasten the
pace of this migration. And the Chinese now become the largest minority
group in Thailand, These immigrant Chinese always maintain close relations
with the Thai. This is attributable to many favorable factors, The
assimilation between the native Thai and the domicile Chinese is more
successful than the case in other countries in this region, Nevertheless,
the Chinese dominant role in the national economy, made possible by the
generous nature of Thai society, at times leads to serious prOblems.

As a result, the Thai Government has to devise policies and impose
regulations in an effort to tackle the troubles., One of the measures
employed by the authority is through the legislation aiming at reorganizing
and controling all aliens among whom the Chinese happen to form the majority.

- The study of the "Legal Status of the Chinese in Thailand"
includes such important aspects as the immigration and naturalization,
politics, economy, and society, all of which, the study reveals, are

subject to shifts and changes as warranted by the prevailing domestic

and international political atmosphere, Close scrutiny of the subject

shows, however, that the Thai Government in its attempt to solve the

Chinese problems by and large adopts moderate measures desinged to

ultinately integrate the Chinese into Thai society. Particularly, one

finds that some laws and regulations, which superficially appear
discriminating and restrictive, are in fact working indirectly to promote
assimilation, while others are intended to achieve the same objective directly.
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