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ABSTRACT

Thai legal literature has long been the mainspring of legal
education and one of the pillars for the legal profession in Thailand,
yet it has nét developed as well as it ought to have been. Very few
0ld books survive the long years of use and fewer new ones are being
produced. There is no proper classification scheme for them. '
Law libraries and general libraries use the classification schemes
designed’ for foreign law materigls: thus they do not harmonise well
with the Thei law materials. Besides, there is no uniform citetion
system in Thal legal literature.

The present thesis is designed to remedy some of the defects
in the Thai legal literature enumerated above.

The research methods used in this thesis are: documentary
research; interview jurists and law book producers; and survey law

libraries and general libraries with large collections of law-books.
The thesis coneludes that:

(1) the causes of the scarcity of old law books are:
the decay of the law books themselves; the law books are practically
spoiled when they are no longer in use, and there iseyidence for lack
of care of law materials everywhere.



(11) the causes of scarcity of new books are: the authors do
not have time for writing; the royalty for writing is so lew that it
is not even enough for the expenses for preparing the material
themselves; there is no special consideration nor promotion for text
writers; moreover, the market of law book is limited and the
govermment gives no aid in law book: production. ILaw libraries have
Just Yegun and are still in their infancy. Their collections are not

large nor complete.

The proposal is that the institutions charged with law and
law libraries (including general libraries *hat have law materials
collections) should co-operate with one another in preserving old law
books as well as promoting the production of new ones with high
standards, including among them general works of reference such as the
Malsburg”s Laws of England, or the American Jurisprudence; law reports;
legal reference books; and legal periodicals. ILaw libraries should
co-operate among themgelves in improving their services and technical
processings such as: speeializing in subject collection; interlibrary
loan; union cataloging and indqﬁing. This thesis also recommends some
of the classification schemes and citations.which are suitable for
Thai law books.
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