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THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE THAI POLITICAL PARTIES

CASE STUDY: THE SERIMANANGKASILA AND THE UNITED THAI PEOPLE PARTIES

Pcl.Sub.Lt. THONGCHAI SANGPRADUB

A THESIS SUEMITTED IN PARTIAL PULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY
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Thoeds Title The compurative study of the Thal Folitdcal Partiss,
cese studys The Serimanangkesila ond the United Thei
People Party.

Heoe PoleSub, Lte Thongehal ‘angpradube

Aoedemic Year 1973

SERDMANANGEASTLA vos the muling party in Thailend during the
yeer 1955 = 1957, It camprised varicus influential politicsl groups uhich were
in support of Fisld Marshal P, Pibulsongkrome These paliticsl groups differed
from cne snother in their political idealogies and policies, The motive behind
their cmbination into a political party was due to the feot thet each group
recognised the leadership of Pield Harshal P Pibulsongkrame The SEATMARANGEASILA
abused its pover to win the genersl election held in Februsxy 1997, After the
election, it fommed the government to run tho countyy despite the hetred of the
people, Finally it camo to the end of its politdcal pover when Field Meythal
Sarit Thenare and his military clique staged a coup d'etat on Sepbember 16,1957,
The United Thal People Party came to pover during 1968- 3971, Likewise it was
composod of different politicel groups which rendered support to Field Marshal
. Thanem Kittikejorn eventhough each group d3d not ses eye i aye in thedr
politigal idsalogies =nd policies, /ttempts vere made 10 compets for more pover
mong thamselves inside the party. The United Thal Feople party won the generel
election in February 1969 and consequently formed the goverrment, Howover,

oSS



it ves faced with the intemal conflict in the party ond the party's MPls
who occasionally emerted their influence on the government administration,
This lead to the decision to sedze pover by the group of party lsaders

and also to the dissclution of all palitical parties on November 17, 197l.
Reasons why the two sbove-mentioned parties were doomed to failure in
spite of heavy subsidies compared with other political perties were firstly
the matter of custems, culture @3 well as social value of Thai soclety
which did not pave the way for the promotion of any efficient political
party in sccordance uith the democratic aystem Secondly, both parties lacked
qualified persomnel end effisient administration as well as clear ideclogy
and policy. Thirdly, there vere insufficient imterest groupe who represented
pecple from all walks of 1ifs %0 support them, In eddition, the legislative
provision did not provide for the essestial conditions suitable for the
political development in demooracy, Ia order to initiate the develoyment
of political parties, the government must take certain precautions to
prevent any dictater to use both militery and police force to seise pover
and run the country, because such events hiinder democoratic development.
Instead, the government should attempt to build the atmosphere which

would be helpful to the democracy, for example, to improve the method

of social end econamie development ia such a way that it would wtmostly
benefit people of all levels, to provide opportunities for the people to
mMmmMmhmthﬂ
participate in palitics, to give both knowledge and pelitical experiences



>

%0 the people. Such are what the government must initiste. As regards the
new govermment®s political perty to be set up, the government should besr
in mind not %o heave the same structure as that of eivil service aystem,
The new govermment party should play the role bridging the gep betueen
the people and the government as well as formulating clear ideclegy,
policy and rules of the party, It is not also attached to any important
individual person or decigned to support will of those vho were in power,
The govermment should artange long-tomm planning and lay doum the foundation
d&ﬂmﬂgh&h“ﬂmﬂuhﬁtw
perty have a chance to survive and evele 0 be a camplete politieal perty,
In the futures
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