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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the aspirations cf Thai
parents in rural Thailand/céncerning their children educatiofs
Analysis was done by comparing Thai parents of different economic and
social strdia and the various factors affecting their aspirations for

children's educatione

The hypothesis is:

"Parents of high economic and social status usually have high
aspirations for their children's education. Parents of low economic
and social status tend to have low aspirations for their children's
education level"

The data used in this study were taken from the National
Longitudinal Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic-Change in
Thailand, Chulalongkorn University, April - May 1969. The sample is
a stratified selection of 1:2000 cof all households in rural areas.

Data collection was done by administering questionnaires to heads of



Y

-

households and their wives, and also all ever - married women in

the family, In addition, this study also emphasizes relationships

between various factors and the aspirations for children's education.
It was found in this study that the parents' aspirations for

children's education was affected by demographic, social and economic

factors. The demographic factor that most strongly affected the

aspirations for children's education was the number of living
childrene It was found that the aspirations for children's education
decreasedwithfhe increase Ain the number of living children in the
family. It was also found that the middle aged parents of about
30 - 39 years ;id had greater aspiration for children's education
than parents of the younger and older age groups. The majority of
parents who did not wish to have additional children did not show any
aspirations for children's education where as those who desired addi-
tional ehildren wanted their children to receive at least secondary
school educatione

The economic factor that strongly affected the aspirations
for children's education was family wealth. Degree of aspirations
for children's education increased beyond primary education with the
increase of family income. It was found that family occupation was
related to the aspiration for children's education. Generally agri=-
cultural families' aspirations limit their children's education only
primary schcol., Civil servants and businessmen wanted their sons to
cgntinue higher education beyond level indicated by agricultural

family @



>t

Concerning social factors, it was found that there was a close
relationship between level of parents education and aspiration for
children's education, Aspiration for children's education was lower
among parents vho had primary 9ducation thap among these who hag
high school education, Horeover, the husband's contact with the
outside world also affected fthe aspirations for children's education,
The aspiration for children's education increased with the frequency
of contact with the urban areas,

In conclusion, this study showed that the level of parents?
aspiration for children's education increased proportionately to the
nunber of living children, family wealth, parents' education level,
and family occupation, Thus we can presume that the aspirations of
Thai parents in rural Thailand concerning their children's education

are affected by all the factors nentioned in this Btudy,
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