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~ ABSTRACT

The objeetive of thié thesis is to investigaﬁe‘the égrﬁcture
of power and thg‘rélationsbip betﬁeén religioh:aﬁdApowef witﬁin a
rural eommnity. The fieldwork is Weeiicted st Ben Khokiwat: in
Prajeenburi. province. Ban Khbk-waﬁfis a small Céthoiicvviilage
composed of 113 households. The writer gathered the data by
personéi_interview and obsorvétion while staying in thgfcommunify

for about 6 montse

From the study, it is found that Catholic ﬁfiests in the
village hagtconsiderable influence upon the:;tkiﬁudés‘of‘ﬁillégers
toward theirc community leaderé. Among local leadéré; ;ﬁ $ppears‘that
social status and personsl ability to satisfy the needs of the _gz;éup
or community are related to leadeféhiéiinithe cqmmunity.i!lffan}eader

can not adapt himself to changing or new situation, his influence is



most likely to decline in the long-run. It is important to note
that a situation the villagers face could have a decisive effect

on the type of leaderships

In addition to the above mentioned factors required for
leadership, it is found that several other variables such as
position in local organization, sex, age, family standing or king.hip,
religious devotion and active participation in community affairs,

are also determinants of leadership in Ban Khok-wate.

X Head of the priestsin the local Catholie church is the locus
of power structure of the commnity. The power in Ban Khok - wat is
by no means monopolized hy the priest alone, nor wielded by various
eompeting groups, but it is exerciIéed in such a manner that many
persons well equipped to work for the community are drawn into

different important social positions to fulfill its common end.

The exercise of power on the part of Ban Khok-wat's leaders
is restricted to a lage extent because of the close social bond

among villagers and their common religious belief.

It seems probable that economic change, an increase in
the number of population, desire for the wonership of land for
cultivation and a decline in religious influence would eventually

lead to a decreasing power of the priest and the churchs
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