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ABSTRACT

A1l South East Asian countries are highly interrelated both
geographically and historically. Any development in a particular
nation in this region bears more or less effect to other members.

In this case, thorough studies and understanding of our neighbouring

countries should be put into practice.

Since the explosion of cold war after the end of WW II, South
East Asian countries have become one of the most important arenas of
rivalry between the Free World and the Communist World. As the con-
sequence, internal destruction, interforence and infiltration or
subversion, main characteristics of guerilla warfare or undeclared
war, occur in the whole region. Especially in the Indochina which
includes Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, such disastrous activities are

prolonged and of specific fiolence.

Among these, Cambodia is the last country to be trapped by
civil war between the right and left wings, after the long lapse
from the fall of Vietnam, its neighbour of 20 year relaticn, under
the leadership of Prince Narodom Sihanouk during 1950-1970.

Sihanouk's political activities as well as Cambodian political
development during the afore mentioned period are of great interest.
Since all political stability and internal order during the time
reflected the capability of the leader, one would be tempted to ask:
"Who else could have done better?". Cambodia during sihanouk's regime



R

had a constitution as the source of government authority as well as
election pertaining to all democratic procedures. The change of
power was administered orderly while the rest, namely Laos, Vietnam
and even Thailand could hardly achieve the same condition. Although
Sihanouk in the later stage, adopted wrong policy which led to his
downfall during the coup, such mistake will not certainly be neglec-

tec by politicians to take into consideration.

. To study political administration during 8ihanouk's regime
might enable us to better understand steps of political development
which lead to disruption, confusion and internal destruction. We
will be able to compare them with other countries or even with our
own. More important, we will be enlighten or able to develop new
thechniques to solve political and administrative problems to avoid
undesirable changes. Analysis of Sihanouk's political role coupling
with Cambodian political development will likely be more or less
helpful for other South Eagt Asian nations still save from what
Cembodia had already undergone.
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