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ABSTRACT
Purpose

The purpose of the research is to contribute to a clari=-
fication of Karl Marx's philosophy by investigating and analysing
the problem of alienation which is one of the central themes in

Marx's system of thought.
Methods

The analysis examines primary soureces of Karl Marx. The

basic text used was The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts

which is sometimes referred to as The Paris Manuscripts of 1844,

However, some of his other writings both early and late were also
used in order to supplement, widen and deepen the analysis of the
problem. Secondary sources were also used and have contributed
a great deal to the development of this research.

The approach taken in this paper is to analyse the role
of the concept of alienation in the thought of Marx regarding

man, society, and the world. The content is divided into three



o

chapters. The first chapter (the second chapter of the paper)
analyses the meaning of the term alienation as it is used in
Marx?!s early writings. The first chapter also deals with
different kinds of alienation which occur in the process of
economic production. The critical analysis of the first chaptef
is continued in the second chapter (the third chapter of the
paper) and applied to alienated labor and its relation to human
nature and the different kinds of alienaﬁion mentioned in the
preceeding chapter. The second chapter ends with examinig the
sources of alienation. The third chapter (the fourth chapter
of the paper) investigates the bad effects of man's self-alié—

nation. Finally, the means of overcoming alienation is examined.
Conclusion

The concept of alienation as used by Marx in his writings
means that man experiences his activity of production, his
product, the world and other men as independent hostile powers
before which he is a powerless slave. Therefore, he alienates
himself from his human nature. He does not fulfil himself in
work but he negates himself in work., Production, in stead of
confirming and objectifying his potentialities and individuality,
becomes the activity which physically and mentally torments him.
The product of man's labor takes the form of an independent
self-destructive influence which is in the hands of capitalists.

By means of capitalistic production the free universal species-



conscious production is reduced to be a mere means of the indi-
vidual preservation of his physical existence. The worker,
therefcre; alienates himself from his fellow men. The most
direct cause of alienation is division of labor Marx's conclu-
sion is that the means to overcome self-estrangement is by
creating a new society with a new economic structurej an economic
structure with no division of labor and no separation between
producers and the means of production. The new social regulation
will stimulate alienate man to liberate himself from all forms

of alienation. This is because to overcome economic dlienation
means to overcome all kinds of alienation since economic alicna-
tion is the basis of other forms of alienation. This follows

as a natural corrollary based on Marx's subordination of social

super-structure to social sub=structure.
Recommendation

Further research of this nature may be carried out by
continuing to analyse the role of the problem of alienation in
other areas of Marx's early and late writings. Another subject
of research might be to critically trace the development of this
problem in all of his writingsj; with special emphasis on the .
effect it has on Marx's whole system of thought. Another approach
to the problem of alienation wou;d be to examine Marx's early
writings in terms of their manifesting his humanistic aspect.

The results of this research could be critically compared to the

conclusions of humanism in contemporary -existentialism.
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