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This thesis studies the first and the fourth year Thammasrt
University students' occupational aspiration and some factors affecting
it, The major factors among them are personal characteristics; namely,
sex, students class and 8he faculty in which they take the major subject,
and family characteristics including father's educational attainment,
occupation and sodio-economic condition of the family., It also studies
students' attitudes toward occupation, their criteria for choosing
certain occupations, reasons for choosing an occupation, the nature of
their decision-making on choosing the occupation and their expectation
regarding the chosen occupation,

Data used in this thesis are collected through a self-administered
questionaire filled in by the first and the fourth year students at
Thammasar University.,

Analysis of the data reveals that the great majority of the
students think that the most socially desirable occupctions in an order
of importance  are medical. technician and teachin- profession, the most
prestigeous are also medical, teaching and civiliscrvice and the most
profitable occupations are medical, technicran 2nd commercial ones,

The result indicates that from the students' perswvecctectives the
occupation that is most necded socially is likely to be most prestigeous

and most profitable correspondingly,




Relating to personal characteristics of t:c students, it is
found that male students tend to differ from their female counterparts
in their occupational preference. The difference reflects the Thai
occupational values that distinguish to some extent the kind of
occupations that is suitable for a given sex. It is also found that the
fourth year students aspire for the occupation that corresponds to their
training more coherently than the first year students. This is
particularly true for those who have made very good grades. However,
in choosing the department in which they take the major subject the
students consider their personal interest and ability in the subject
more than occupational employment. The students' decision on taking
a major subject are also affected by other facters; namely, personal,
familial factors, the result of the entrance examination and advice
from other people.

It is found that the students whose fathers attain the same
educational level are likely to choose the occupotion similar to
their fathers'. Those whose fathers have a high incomes are likely
to be interested in other occupations than the civil service,
whereas those with a low income tend to prefer the civil service
profession, The size of the family also affects the students'
occupational aspiration. For the first year students, those who come
from a relatively big family tend to aspire for tihe occupations that
requires professional skill whereas the fourth year students who come

from a relatively big family tend to prefer other occupations.



In addition, it is also discovered that the najority of the
students make their own decision regarding the lzind of occupations
they would like to be engaged in. They expcct that they would be
employed in it. The male students give more weight to the occupation
that will make contribution to the country tham the female students
who tend to choose the morc stable and secure occup~tion and choose
it because of personal than auny other reasons. In brief the thesis
reveals the students' reasons and criteria for choesing certain
occupation their expectations about them and other factors that

are relevant to their occupational aspiration,
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