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Abstract

The Purposes of this study is to compare actual fertility,
which was represented by rursd weomen's children cver born and desired
fertility, which was represented by rural women's desired number of
children and expected number of ch;‘.'l.dren; and to conduct analysis in
order to asscss the effects of a broad range of social economic and
demogrephic factors on these threc indicator of fertility, by using the
datae from Longitudinal Study of Social, Economic and Demographic Change
in Theiland Round two from rural samples which was conducted\by Institute
-of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University in 1972. In the analysis,
women's duration of merriage was used 2s conditioning varicble. The
significant finding were :

1. Among these three indicator of fertility, mumber of children
ever born was the highcst, desired number of children was the lowest and

expected number of children was in between.



2. Socio - economic and demographic backgroﬁnd of the rural
women : duration of marriage, age, age at first merriage, education,
experiencevliving in urban areas, women's participetion in labor
force before merriage had strong effect on fertility. But background
variables of women's husband had insignificant cffect on fertility
except husband': education which had strong effect on fertility.

3. Infant mortality had the strongest e¢ffecct on actual
fertility. Similerly women's age had the strongest effect on desired
fertility.

4o Women's modsrnity, which was represented by person and
place that women usually delivered: and would like to deliver in next
time, had effect on fertility especially the place where they usualliy
deliver had strong effect on/fertility,

5. Women's contraceptive knowledge, attitude and practice,
and husband's contraccptive attitude Lad somé cffect on fertility.

6. Majority of the independent vapiebles had effects on the
fertility in the same direction as hypothesized ,

7. In the more detailed anzlysis - controlling by duration of
marriage, it was found thet the effect of each dependent variables on
the fertility among women who have been married 10 years or morc was
consistent with the original rclationship. Among women who have been
married 5 - § years therc was no consistent pattern. Significantly, the
effect of each independents on fertility among women who have been married

less than 5 years was rather minipmal.,
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