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ABSTRACT

Recently, the practice of abortion gives mise to one of the
most controversial problems, It is widely, and sometime seriously
discussed, Abortion problem is gociolcgiecal in~nature,/but it alseo
can be considered legal, medical, economical, psychological, religious
and ethical problems as well, The degree of severity of the problem
rised by abertion in these fields of study differ somewhat from each

other, but the problems are closely interrelated.

Thig Thesis deals with the moral or ethical aspect of abortion
problems It concerns with the question whether it is right or wrong
morally to commit abortion. The study of this moral problem is con-
ducted by summing up pound arguments, both pros and éons, in abortion
contrabersy, probing with moral grounds.on which such arguments are ™
based to find out central moral issue of the problem, analyzing the
central issue, and then, giving a compromisory view suggesting a

resclution for this moral ccnflict;

The bearings of the study are as follows: The arguments of those

who hold the conservative view that all cases of abortion are morally wropg



as homicide is, are based on the assumption that a fetus is, from the
first moment of conception, a human being whose life commands full moral.
respect as that of adults. Thoge who hold the liberal view fhat all
cases of abortion are not morally wrong base their arguments on the
assumption that a fetus is not a human being. Or even if it is, the
sanctity of its life is not equal to that of adults. Between these two
extreme viewg, there are those who hold the moderate view, basing their
arguments on the as sumption that a‘fetus can be considered a human being
cnly when it gains enough humian prepertics at a certain significant point
in the course of prenatal 'development. Sc, only some, not all, cases

of abortion are morally wrong.  ‘Thus it is revealed that central issue

of the moral problem of/abortion ics the humanity of the fetus. If the

problem is to be resolved; accurate and evident answers must be shown

5]

on the question whether a fetus is a human being, when it begin to be,
and, if its sanctity of life is equal to that of mature human beings.
But, unfortunately, te give accurate and evident answers to such, s
qurziionsg , is very difficult, for the ontological status of the fetus

is a borderline case between human and nething and the concept "humanity"

is not a simplistic concept.

Besides the humanity of the fetus, other issues to take into
congsiderations are the right of the would be mother over her own body,
and the good or bad consequences follow from the practice to everyone
directly and indirecctly concernsd, Taking into consideration all the
facts, moral and nonmeral, it is not easy to claim that all cases of

abortion are wrong or right universally and unconditionally. e can only



claim that to commit abortion is prima facie wrong, that is, it can
judged otherwise according to different circumstances. FParticular

'

cases of abortion should be judged individually and contextually,

"‘be
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