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Thesies Title The Concept of Women in Buddhist

Philosophy
Name Mrs. Parichat Nontakanun’
Thesis Advigsor Associate. Prof. Sunthorn Na-Rangsi,
Ph.D.
Department Philosophy
Acedemic Year 1980,
Abstract

The aim of thie thesis is to atudy the concept
of women in Buddhist philosophy é&nd to investigate the
relationship, if any, between the Ccncept and some
Buddhist principles. 4n attempt will alsoc be made to
explore the roles that Buddhism played in 1ifting up

the position and status of women in those days.

The result of this research shows that Buddhism
has an outstanding view sbout women which ies different
from other philosophical or religious concept at that
time and that concept of women is related to some
-thoughts and principles in Buddhism as well. The

research also exposes the part that Buddhism played in



1ifting up the position and gtatus of women in various
fields. The amount that Buddhism has done for women
may be regerded as the opening of the new period for
sex equality. It can also be counted es a turning
point in the history of women. This thesis shows that
people of the Bast, especlally the Buddhiete, have been
awared ebout the issue of justice and equality between
men and women from the Buddha's time. Thérefdre the
movement, influenced by the Weét, which occures after-
warde ig not s totsglly nsew phenomenon for them at all.
The issue has long been ralcsed but very few people have
s right Buddhist concept of women or reslize the amount
thet Buddhism hss done in this fleld. And the concept
of women in Buddhiat philosophy may be regerded ag 1n
accofd with the wave of women's liberastion and the

demand for equslity between the sexes a2t the present.

The thesis also shows that Buddhism does not
have onlyone single viewpoint of women, for it looks at
women in many different aspects. Therefore a conclusion
cannot be made by t%king only one standpoint that
Buddhism regerds women gg either different, equel,
inferior or superior to men. To get a right concept
of women 1t is necessary to tzke into consideration
each and every aspect and conclude therefrom. According

to this research the concept of women in Buddhist philo-



sophy cen be summed up in the following 4 aspects!

1« The idea seems to be that where women apPDegr
different from men, they tend to be regarded ss inferior
to men. It, in fact, need not be so. According to
Buddhist philosophy, men and women are different, physieo-
logically and psychologically, by neture. But the 4if-
ferences need not be the condition which makes one sex,
automaticelly and permanehtly, inferior or superior to

the other.

2., Buddhism regards women as equal to men in
some significent aspects, l.e. virtue, intelligence and
cepablility. In worldly ephere, 1t is accepted that women
have 1ntelle¢tuel capacity. They are ses intelligent,
cabable as men in many fields. In religious sphere,
women can achieve spiritual attainments as high as men.
They can attain Arshantship and Nirvena on equal plane
with men. The Buddha himgelf shows his acceptance of
women by permitting them into the Holy Order (Dhamma-
vinaya), dividing Budd%ist followers into 4 groups:
Bhikkhu, EBhikkhun¥, Upaseka, Upssikes, and appointing

women-followers to be experts (EBEtadasgga) as men.

3, Women sre inferior to men by some Physio-

logical aspects. As o result, it affects and limits



both women's aim and echievement in some fields, eg., It
makes it impossible for women to be the Eunperor of the
world, the Buddha, the Brahma (in the Buddhist concept),
the Sakka or the Mare. These physiologicel inferioritiés
or hindrances ere the csuses of Strict or extra rules

and prohibitions for Bhikkhuni as well.

4, Women are superior to men in some spheres.,
i.e. in their role and duty es & mother. This will
probably be 2 new ldea to most people, but Buddhlem
affirms 1t. By comperison, between father and mother,
Buddhism views mother as thé person who performs the
more difficult duties than fether., It also views mother
as the person who has the desrest love and closest bond
to her Child. Buddhlsm regards women a8 better or
superior to men 1In thile sphere. Hence it esdores women
in the position of a mother to be the first person tc
whom all daughters end sons should pzy their love end
gratitude in return. In other words, while children
should love and worship their parente, mother essumes

the first order of such practices,

For further research in this fileld the writer
would like to suggest that the study of the concept of
women in other Bastern snd Western philosophy e.g. in

Chinese or Christian philosophy should be eritically



and comparetively studied so 28 to get a clesar end
deeper understanding of verious views of women in
different religions snd philosophye. This type of
research may be a benefit to the interested person

and 2lso to the study of Comparative Religion as

well,
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