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Thesis Title The Roles of The Anti - Fascist People's Freedom

League in The Burmese Democratic Regime
Name Mrs, Phanni Thaiyanond.
Department Government

Aeademic Year 1976

ABSTRACT

Democracy did not flourish very long in Burma., In fact, it
failed soon after receiving independence from the British govern-
ment. The untimely death of the Burmese democracy was due to the
blind imitation of the Anglo - Saxon type of democracy including
its parliamentary and party system, The Burmese inarticulately
imported foreign political structure without due regards to the
local setting and needs. As such, democracy existed only in the

blueprint but it never did work in reality.

Social stability is vitel to the success of the democratic
political system, Moreover, the parliament will be an effective
political body only if there were a communicative channel in which
politicians as well as government officials can work out a common

stand in a reasonable manner in order to solve social demands,

In the case of Burma, Politicians and government officials

did not act so as to foster the growth of democracy. On the



contrary, they hampered it, They were always in conflicts @ poli-
tician never completely trusted government officials and in turn
civil servants did not accept the vested political power of poli=-
ticians, This inherited conilicts between politicians and offi-

cials caused the Burmese to turn away from politics,

As a matter of fact, the Anti - Fascist People's Freedom
League (AFPFL), the most popular political party, was a major face
tor causing the failure of democgecy. The AFPFL had always re-
mained in power but it did not act as a political party whose
duties were to serve’as a bridge connecting people and government
and to seek compromise for' wvarious conflicting interests. The
underlying cause for the paradoxical role of the AFPFL was the fact
that the AFPFL did not have its power base from the mass. The
party itself was evolved from a national liberation movement whose
aim was to fight for independence. Once its nationalist ideology
was attained, the party leaders diverted themselves to the struggle
for political powers, They failed to give political education and

to develop democratic political system for the fpeople.

It is peculiar that though the AFPFL was the most popular
party and remained in power throughout, it was wnablc to develap its
own internal structure to became a full - fledged political party
and a pillar for local democracy. Without a doubt, it will serve

as an interesting case study.
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