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Thesis Title The Utilization of Libraries in Teaching and
Learning Social Studies in Lower Secondary

Schoolse.

Name Miss Pantipa Mekboon

Department Secondary Education

Academic Year 1971

ABSTRACT

Purpose:

The purpose of this vesearch was to study the utilization of
school libraries in teaching and learning Social Studies in govern-
ment lower secondary schools im the Bangkok-Thonburi Metropolitan
arcae The findings should be very useful for improving the utili-
zation of school libraries by both teachers and students. The
findings will also serve - as a guideline for school administrators,
teachers, and students in realizing the importance and values of

school libraries to the teaching and learning processe

Procedures:

Questionnaires were sent to 60 Social Studies teachers and
300 students in 20 government schools selected at randome The
collected data were analysed in percentage and mean which were
then presented in tables. This study also included information
based upon a survey of school libraries and interviews with

librarians in 20 secondary schools.

Conclusions:

Most of the teachers and students felt that the utilization
of the school libraries had to be added to the teaching and learn-
ing Social Studies approximately 1-3 hours per wecke. The supple-

mentary reading that teachers and students preferred to use were



biography, journals, newspapers and non-fiction on geography,
history and travel. Most of them had learned how to use school
libraries correctly. The preferred study suggested to students

by Social Studies teachers was report writing in groups and by
individuals. Problems and obstacles in utilizing school libraries
in teaching and learning Social Studies were: lack of books and
audio=visual materials, lack of cooperation between the Social

Studies teachers and librarians, and inconvenient library services.

Suggestions:

1. The Ministry of Education should budget for well-
equipped school libraries and should provide supervisors or school
library experts to make recommendations in administration and
servigces. Librarians shouldpe selected from persons having diplo-
mas in Library Science and having pleasant personalities. The
Social Studies textbooks and extraecurricular activities should
not emphasize only subject matter but also provide opportunity
for students to utilize library materials in independent study.

At the end of each echapter, every Secial Studies textbook should
include lists of books suggested for supplementary reading.

2. The Institute of Teacher Training should include library
hours in the schedules as a required subject in order that the
students might make use of this knowledge when they become rcal
teachers.

3« The school administrators should try to provide budgets
or income to improve school libraries as a center of reading
materials and audio-visual materials. Librarians should be
allowed to do only the library worke. Library hours should be
integrated with the teaching hours.

k. The Social Studies teachers should read more supple=
mentary bookse. They should encourage their students to utilize
school libraries in every way, such as doing oral reports, written

reports, scrapbooks, maps, and note-taking from books. Besides



this, they should cooperate with librarians in activities that
would promote teaching and learning Social S5tudies.
5e Librarians should cooperate with teachers and students
and should encourage students to utilize school libraries.
6. Students should try to read supplementary books sug-
gested by teachers and spend their spare time beneficially by
reading books, journals, and newspapers in school libraries and

other librariese.
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