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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to compare the differences
between the actual number of living children and the ideal
number of children, The study also takes inte accourt the
influences of demographic, social, economic and other factorj;
upon these differences all tables are controlled by present age

of womens

The data used in this study are derived from the Longitu
dinal Study of Social, Economic and Demographic Change in Thai-
land, conducted by the Institute of Population Studies, Chula-
longkorn University in AprileMay of 1967-1970 respectively.

The household head, his wife and all married women in each sample
household were interviewed, But this study emphasizes currently

married women age 15=-44 only.

The main hypothesis of this ‘studyiis *In both urban and
rural areas, the differences between number of living children
and ideal number of children of currently married women are caused

by present age of women',



Demographic Factor

Urban. It is found that, women agc 15=24, classified
by all factors, alwaysihave more number of living children than
ideal numbcr of children whereas women age 25-34 and 35-44,
classified by age at first marriage, may have more or less

number of living children than ideal number of children.

Rurals. Rural pattq:n[is,similar to urban pattern.

It is also found that—éﬁ;:feder the actual number of living chil-
77
dren, the fewer the- 1ﬁ9€i’ﬁhmber of children and the more the actual
number of living chlld/ n,fthd’more the ideal number of children,
/‘/ / [ 7% : x}-‘
Social Factor / ,xf3i;% :

A @A
7 S

Urban. In cvery social factor such as wife's education,

work outsida the house and family type, women age 15-24, 25-34
have fewer number oé“iiv1n§“5hlldrcn than ideal number of children.
But women age 35-44 have more living children than idcal number

of children,

Rural. The pattern is as same as in urban. The more
the actual number of living children women have, the more the

ideal numbcr of children,

Economic Factors

Urbane Women age 15-24, 25-34 in ail kinds of occupation

have fewer number of living children than ici:al number of children,



a

Occupation plays an important part for women age 35-44, women in
professional occupation have fewer number of living children
than ideal number of children in contrast, women in commercial
occupation have more number of living children than idcal number

of childrene.

Rurale Thc pattern is slightly different. Women age
25-34 in farming and labor occupation have more number of living

children than ideal number of‘children.

Other Factors

g

> J Pz
Urban., _It,ié/fqund'tﬁat the younger the women, the fewer
B - \r\ y

the number of 1ivin§/thgdreﬁ;than the ideal number of childrcn,
A AT

And the older the women | the more, the number of living children

T o= oomoe

than the ideal number &f children,

Rurale. Simﬁiaf\ﬁo'ﬁfbéﬁwbatfern, It appears from this
study that the ideal tends to be the number of living children

the woman already has.
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