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The future is meaningless to most children.
Tomorrow is an eternity ahead for them. There .
is little to be gained, therefore, in attempt-
ing to hold their interest in the English
language by explaining that they will need to
know English when they are adults. Few chil-
dren are seriously interested in what their
needs will be in later years. They are interes-
ted in here and now.
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In Thailand,children begin to learn English
in the last three years of primary schools.
These are the most important years since the
foundations for future knowledge are laid at
this stage. It is very important therefore
that what is taught in these years is correct.
If a pupil learns faulty English, it is diffi-
cult to make him forget it later on. It is
just as easy to remember mistakes as it is to
remember correct English.

6Kenneth Methold, "Motivating The Learning of English In
The Primary School", fAudIUM IEUNUMANFATAINABINGET AL T2 RNk
wun 164,

7H. C. Burrow, "Teaching English in Primary Schools",

Lfﬁqlﬂu ﬂuﬂ 201,
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In the past, vocabulary was taught mostly by
translation; either a list of words with their
translation at the beginning of the lesson or
the translation of the material containing new
words or glossaries at the end. The error in
this was to confuse translation with language
use and to assume that putting across the mean-
ing was the whole of teaching vocabulary.
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Vocabulary should be taught and practiced
only in the context of real situation so that
meaning will be clarified and reinforced...

New pattern of language should be introduced
and practiced with vocabulary that the
students already know.

8Robert Lado, Language Teaching (New York: McGraw-Hill

InC:, 1964), P 120.

9Mary Finocchiaro, Teaching Children Foreign Languages

(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1964), p. 27.
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Comprehension ability is basic in all reading.
Comprehension depends upon grasping word mean-
ings, grasping words into unitary thought
complexes so that units of material become in-
telligible. This involves grasping the relations
between words in sentences, between sentences in
paragraphs, and between paragraphs in larger
wholes.
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Miles A. Tinker and Constance M. Mc. Cullough, Teaching
Elementary Reading (New York: Appleton - Century Crafts, Inc.,
1968), p. k4.
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