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Thesis Title The Relationship Between English Vocabulary
Understanding and Reading Comprehension of
Prathom Suksa 5 Students

Name Miss Pitrawan Kowitwathi; Department of

Secondary Education

Academic Year 1971
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A -’L b %x-l.w“a’ /

ABSTRACT \ %;::ﬁ:ﬁéi/

The purposes of this study were to find out the relationship
between English vocabulary understanding and reading comprehension
and to compare the average ability in English vocabulary undeprs
standing and reading comprehension of Prathom Suksa 5 students of
Chulalongkorn Demonstration School (Elementary) which groups students
according to their ability. The results of this study will be used
to improve the method of teaching English as a foreign language in

elementary schools.,

The English achievement tests constructed by the investigator
consisted of a vocabulary understanding test and a reading compre-
hension test. Each of them was composed of sixty items. The two
tests were pretested. They were quite easy but highly discriminatory.
The reliability of the English vocabulary understanding test was I
0.856 and that of the reading comprehension test was 0.911

The Arithmetic Mean of the test score was used to determine
the average ability in English vocabulary understanding. The Per-
centile Rank was used to indicate the ability in reading compre-
hension. The Pearson's Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient was
used to find out the correlation coefficient between English voca-

bulary understanding and reading comprehension,




The investigator compared the average ability of each group.
in English vocabulary understanding by using One=Way Analysis of
Variance., The Scheffe's Multiple Comparisdn on Treatment Means
was used to determine which groupé differed; the same methods were
also applied to ascertain each group's reading comprehension
ability,

The major findings were as follows:

71« The ability in English vocabulary understanding and
reading comprehension was high;

2. The correlation coefficient between English vocabulary
understanding and reading comprehension was 0.801 which indicated
a high positive relationship; those who got high marks or low marks
on the English vocabulary understanding test got the same results
on the reading comprehension test;

3¢ The groups that were significantly different in English
vocabulary understanding and reading comprehension abilities were
AD, AE, BE, CE; those whieh were not signifieantly different were
AB, BC, BD, CD, DE; A and .C were significantly different in English
vocabulary understanding but not significantly different in reading

comprehension,

Based on the above findings, the recommendation for further
research is the study of the relationship between English gram-
matical structure understanding and reading comprehension., The
students of other grades in elementary schools or secondary schools
should be used as samples,
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