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ABSTRACT

-
T

Tourism is a new type of industry wlth increasing importance
in Thailand. It plays a very significant role in the national economic
development, by inducing the positive gain of foreign currency and reducing
the deficit balance of payment. Hence, it is seen as an important mechanism
to upgrade the economic standard of the countr'y. Recognizing this importance,
the government has devoted a port of the Fifth National Economic and Social
Development Plan for guidelines of tourism development, in order to onsure

the proper direction of its growth and development.

Ratchaburi, one of the province in the western region, is well
known among the Thais and the foreigners for its tourist resources.
Nevertheless, it is found that, these places are not fully and Efficiently
utilized for this particular purpose. Many of these places are left to
remain uncare and, thus, their popularity decline. Therefore, it is an
urgent need to rehabilitate and promote these places for tourism development

as well as cultural conservation.



It is the attempt of this study to present a comprehensive
plan for tourism of Ratchaburi province. There are five parts in this
study :

1. The observation of :c.he present physical economic and social
situation of the province, .

2. The study of the market for tourism in the province.

3« The study of tourist resources of the province.

Le The study of tourist amenities.

5« The conclusion and the reccommendation.

There are two major types of tourist resources in Ratchaburi,
The first type is the cultural resources which mainly are the remaining
of .Thawaravadi civilization. The second type is the natural resources
such as cave and natural hot-water spring. The physical features and
the transportation network which is well lJ;.nked with Bangkok are also
the advantages for tourist promotion of the study area. From the analysis,
Compol Cave and the town area of Ratchaburi are popular among the Thai
tourists, while the foreigners are only interested in the Floating Market.
It is also found that the town area of Ratchaburi has the highest potential
for tourism. The other places of high potential are scattered aroumnd
various amphors such as Chombung, Patharam, Ban Pong and Damneunsaduak.
Especially, Damneunsaduak has higher potential than other amphors mentioned
above, owing to the well known Floating Market which has been developed

into the tourist place a long period of time.




From the analysis all of the places can be classified into
/4 groups and 3 special places which are the Floating Market, Kosinarai
Pond and natural hot water spring.: The strategy for Development proposed
in this study is the first step, to select one place in each group which
has the highest potential and develop these placesaﬁd’turn them the
leading factor of each group. Then select the places which have less
higher potential and develop them in the later period. The most Suitable
place for the first stage development are Compol Cave, Kho Kanchan,
Floating Market, Kosinarai Pond., In conclusion, this study proposes
the one~-day trip as the main type of the tourism development for Ratchaburi.
The policy for development will be puldic'.relation promotion together with

cultural and environmental conservation.
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