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Thesis Title Development of Universities in Thailand
Name : Mr, Paitoon Sinlarat

Department Educational Administration

Academic Year 1973

Abstract

Objectives

1, To analyze and compare the foundation and development
of Universities in Thailand

2. To collect data on university development and assess
university development program so as to sec the future trend of

universities '

Methods v

1. Studying university developmecnt in Thailand from thesis,
history books, biographic¢s, Thai and foreign journals, university
acts, reports, minutes of meeting.

2. Interviewing those who know about the development of

universities in Thailand

Major Findings

Before the first university in Thailand came into existénce,
education in Thailand was divided into two streams: academic stream
and vocational stream. By the Royal Command of H,M.King Vajiravute
in 1917, the status of the Civil Service College, a college in the
vocational stream, was raised to that of a university: it was named
Chulalongkorn University, which is the first university in Thailand,
In 1933, the University of Moral and Political Scicnces which later
became Thammasat University was founded as the second university in
Thailand., The primary concern of the university was to promote knowlecdge
about law, politics and administration to the people, In 1943
the university of Medical Science, which later became Mahidol =
University, Kasetsart University and Silpakorn University were

founded to teach course in those discipline relating to the name



of universites,The National University Council wasffﬁﬁﬁdeé in 1956
and was replaca by the National Education Council in 1959

Five universities were establishcd to help developing
country, Chiengmai University was established in 1964 Khon Kaen
University in 1965, National Institute. of Development Administratiom.
in 1966 The Prince of Songkla Uaiversity in 1968, and Ramkamhacng
University in 1969.

From 1917 on graduates from Matayom maksa 3 (Grade 1o ) were
accepted to the university, Until 1935 applicants to the university
must finish Matayom suksa 5 (Grade 12) and pass the entrance examination,
Most of the tcaching methods msed are lecture type. Conference and
group diseussion rarly exist, The graduate program started in 1933
with teaching methods including seminar typc as well as independent
study. The students are graded fromtheir final ‘eXamination,pid year
examination, test, thesis and traning., The grading system was the
percentage type. The letter system and pass-fail system were introduced
AN 1955

Rescach activities in the universities have had a slow
development., Most of the research done are personal or student thesis
1966, the Office of The Research Activitics was founded at NIDA and
in 1966 Chulalongkorn University established the resecarch fund to
promote research activities in the universities,

University scrvices were arginated at NIDA with the creatien
the Officc of Training Promotion in 1966, later at Kasetsart University
in the ¥ar 1970, and Student volunteer Camp started in 1958, which

has been operated actively in most universities e
Universities, in theiland are at present under the =un 3zz+ 'a

of the State University Bureall, They arc at the momcnt paying attention
to the cnvironment the future trend of university development

emphasizc on the quantitative aspect of the university. Universiby
Developuent Program rarcly rceflects the educational guality nor

new ideas,
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