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Thesis Title Region .l Adninistrative Process and the Solution
of a Minority Problem in the Southern Border

Provinces.
Name : Miss Puckinee Premyodhin Department Goverrnment

Academic Year 1976

The administration of the Covermment of Thailand ab
present is in accordance with the law governing the administration
of the Kingdom which isjorganized into threc categories as
followss =

1. Central Govermment

2. Regional Government

3. Local Government

Regional government, referred in this study, is confined
to the regional administrative process anc its function in the

solution of a minority problem in the southern border provinced.

The regional government in the southern border provinees,
such as Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat and Stul have long been
initiated since Sukothai periods. Fommerly, Iatani, Yala, Narathiwt

and Stul were capital cities of the South. During Sukothai period,



2%
the southern regional administration wes collectively called
"Myang Tanis The people werc of Thai citvizens and professed
Buddhism, Loter by the end of Sukothai period, the tomn
deteriorateds The relationship, between the central and the
regional zovermment, between Sri Ayudhiya and kuang Tani declined
with the interference of the neighboﬁrin; towns, in particular

the towns in Malaya, Thus, more people turned Islame

Later, during the Ratanakosintra period, lvang Tani
became independent. During the reign of ifing Rema I, an amy
was sent to suppress-the rebels and a new governor nominatede
Later, King Rama V intiated .a new administrative structure
combining various neighbouring towns into single unified Pattani
provincial government (circle)s £ lord lientenent was appointed

the head of administration.

In the vear of BB, 2476, the solution of the circle took
¥ )
place, Pattani Circle was divided into thiree capital citiese
They were Pattani, Yala and Narathiwats s for Stul province,
Tt was under the governsent of Sraiburi Clrcles, Later, in B.E.
2L51 Thailond had to five up certein areas in the south Great
s P
Britaine Iing Rama V thus proclaimedstul a part of Bhuket

Circles Once the Circle was dissolved, Stul is placed directly

under the central govermment of Zangkolie

o

The fact that people in the southern vorder provinces

have been closed to Malaysian culturally anc religiously, they



e

v

became a diétinct minority group which occasionally creates difficult
problems, Thus, the Govermment has alfays endeavoured to formulate
consfructive policies especially for these provinces. Even then the
problem of minority groups is not fully solved, Because of the acute
and chronic nature of the problems, a temporary measure is impossible.
It needs tine, £rue endurance and saqrifice on the part of the
official authority concerned.

The problem‘of the minority group arisen in the southern border
provinces have been due to the economic, social and administrative
problems espceially the problem of the relationship between official
authorities and the people at large. LA govermient has attempted to
use the_lenient'policy, such ‘as the formation of units and various
development plens to promote the prosperity for the southern border
provinces, The assimilation policy has been'given top pfiority.
However, religious freedom has been fully granted. Opportunity 1is

also given to the local people to sharc the self-government or to

join the government services and many special rights are given.

1

The writer has comprehensively studied the regional administrae
tive process, Lfforts have been made to determine.the efficiency of
the existing legal prescriptions and machineries in coping with the
increasing and chronic problems of the arca under study.

Recommendations proposed herewith may be of some use for the
government as a guide=-line in order to decrease the chronic problems
of politicael separation and segregation in the southern border
provinces and to improve the economy as well as overall administration
for the betterment of the area. Consequently, it is hoped the probiem

of the migority group will be decreased and the stability of the

kingdom secured,
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