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Thesis Title Thai Parliament : A Case Study of Its

Weaknesses.

Name Mr. Montri Tengtrakul Department Government

Academic Year 1973

ABSTRACT

The parllament is/ thé/body which exercxses legislative

power. It sets the‘quarantee”Mfor peOple" rights and

liberties under the/I ws and protect the people from the

v /S /
<z 7 4
executive overexerc*slng of’power by means of mutual checklng

f\.‘ LA

and balancing of,powery,”'

K

iy ,‘\f\'

Since the revolutlon of 1932, the Thai parliament has
_,./

r

been of both forms, unLLameral and blcameral system. Under

the bicameral sysﬁ m, the parli nt'lb composed of one

electional assembly and one nomlnatlng assembly, except the

assembly under the constitution of 1946 which came from
indirect election. Under the unicameral system, part of the
members and in some period, the whole members are appointed
by the government in various types: the second catogary
members, the constitutional drafting members, and members of

the National Assemlely.

There have always been burcaucrats and appointed
members functioning as government base of power in the

parliment. Especially since the 1947 coup d'e'tat there have



been an increasing number of military and police officers in

the parliament.

Legally, the parliament possesses lesser power to check
and review the government. According to some constitution,
the government need no vote of confidence before assumiﬁg its
function. Under 1968 constitution the appoited members are
given right to cast vote of confidence thus reducing the power

of the elected members,

The parliament'!s infrastruectures which are under the
bureaucratic system and// government direction, the lack of
skillful and specialized professional officers, the shortage
6f sufficient equipmeént.of datas collecting reduce the
parliament's capabillity of performing its function and keeping
up with new developments, the inappropriate authorities assigned
to various committees, the inpropet  way of using the éommittee
system, the unfair distribution of committee seats among
different parties and, the lack of, standing sub-committees set

aside the most useful and important instrument of the parliament.

The dissolution of the parliament, a number of revolutions
and coup d'e'tats made its institutionalization hardly possible,
It reflects the lack of parliamentary legitimacy and support
from the elites and masses. The fact that the parliament has
been handed from above without the recognition and demand on the

part of the people and there has been no mass grouping in form



Pt o | ol

of strong and efficient political parties with ideological

basis to support the parliament, are the main causes for its

weaknesses and dependence on the executive.
These probems can be partiallyremoved by readjusting

the power relations, the parliament infrastructure and its

outer surroundings.
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