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Thesis Title Thai Political Culture : A Study on
Buthoritative Value of the People in

Bangkok Metropolis Area.

Name ‘ Mr. Manoon Siriwan Department Government
Academic Year 1976
* \ ‘/‘ / 4
\AZB s’ﬁ‘RA@?cﬁl:

The centra‘//;§§;7f thls stuéy is to analyze one of
the crucial problems Blftlcal development in Thailand.
Its purpose 1is to }ﬂc#gaSe understandlng of why constitutional
democracy has not Fué tloﬁéﬂ successfully in the Thai political

>
e 7
system, by employing tﬁi?ebmeepts of political culture and

/ 7
o —

socialization. %{

The study ig]béEEB‘UpGﬁ”gg/g;alvqls of literature on
political culture and socizlization and survey research
concerning authoritative value of the of the people in Bangkok
Metropolis area. Through administering a Qquestionnaire in
each profession of the people in Bangkok Metropolis area,
attitudinal data were collected from 10 professional groups -
government officials both civilian and military, laboury and
workers, white collar workers, executive staffs both in public
and private sectors,businessmen, teachers and university's

instructors, students and other independent professions

P PR —————



=R

such as politicians, lawyers, authors, newspaper - man and
etc. The sample size was 450,

It was found that the Thai political culture has not
yet been significantly modified in the direction of political
democracy. Thai political culture continues to be reinforced
through the socialization processes which are mainly not
supportive of political democracy. Rather, the socialization
processes continue to igdugtﬁfétizens into an authoritarian

\\ 1 - o’
culture, — : >

‘/' }( 2
The Thai poli&”///’%ulture,‘although relatively

/ /

ek

homogeneous, may be .7@}Tfea into.a tradetional political

/) BJeest
culture of the mass,*whf%ﬁ@is stress on authoritarianism and

/

[ PR oo B
individualism, and = more gadern political culture of the
/ -

7Y™

elite which is stress on-swthoritarianism and liberalism.

=7 |

The former is mai%?yftﬁéi?ﬁiiihe,unedupated, although not
illiterate, inartikﬁlgtE‘péasﬁﬁtfy which coanstitubes more than
80 per cent of the population who are’passive, submissive, and
indifferent to“national™politics. ''Cn the cther hand, the elite
political culture is characterized by that of a small number

of an educated buf fundamentally conservative members of the
ruling class. The elite's political culture is more modern
because it is more educated. This group is generally set

apart from the mass by education, which provides some

familiarity with western ideas and practices,
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