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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to study the
relationships between family types and structure and
fertility of urban population in Thailand. The study
also takes into account the influences of social, econo-
mic and demographic characteristics upon fertility and
ideal family size in different types of family. The main
hypothesises of this study are as follows:

1. Women in extended families are likely to
have a higher level of fertility and desire a larger

number of children than women in nuclear families.

_ 2. 1In both nuclear and extended families,
economic characteristics determine the fertility level

and ideal family size.

The data used in this study are derived from
the urban phase of the Longitudinal Survey of Social,
Economic and Demographic Change in Thailand conducted by
the Institute of Population Studies of Chulalongkorn
University. This survef was done during April and May
1970. The household head. his wife and all married women

in each sample household were interviewed.



It appears from this study that most families in
urban areas are nuclear families and it is also found that
there is not much difference in the average number of
children per married woman between nuclear and extended

families.

30 far as the demographic characteristics are
concerned, it is found that both the present age and the
age at first marriage of women closely relate with ferti-
1ity level. Controlling for present age and age at the
first marriage, it is found that women in extended families
tend to have a higher levels of fertility than those in

nuclear families.

Economic charvacteristics of the household head
also play an important part on the level of fertility. It
is found that fertility levels differ among women married
to household heads employed in different occupations. It
is also found that married woman in families with high
economic status have fewer children than married woman in
low economic status families. There is only a slight dif-
ference in the average number of children per woman between
nuclear and extended families both when occupation and

economic level are controlled.

Level of education is also related to fertility.
Married woman with higher levels of education have fewer
children than woman with lower levels of education. Con-
trolling educational level, married women in extended
families tends to have more children than those in nuclear
families.
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