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Thesis Title The National Assembly of Thailand: An Analytical
and comparative Study of Biographies of Members
between The National Legislative Assembly 1973

and The National Administrative Reform Assembly

1976 «
Name Mr. Yuthawat Patharapanupath Department Governnent
Acalenic Year 1976
ABSTRACT

Jdeally, national assembly which is the representative

of the people,..the real sovereign of the state.,..is the guarantor
of the people's constitutional rights and liberty. 1In addition,
it prevents the executive branch of government from abusing its
power according to the procedure of checks and balances.

Since 1932, Thailand has experienced two forms of national
assembly : Bicameral and Unicameral forms. Under a two - house
assembly, the legislature is divided into two categories; one
popularly elected and the other appointed by the executive Dbranch.
Under a single - house assembly, most of its members are appointed.
This kind of political appointment has been a political trend in
Thailand since 1947. The appointed membership is made up of high-
ranking military officers and civilian officials who readily approve

government policies.



Under certain political circumstances, The National
Legislative Assembly 1973 and The National Administrative Reform
Assembly 1976 were established. The set-up of these assemblies
created differences of the members. An analyst became intersted
in the background of the members.

The prototype legislators show the major characteristics
of members of The National Legislative Assembly 1973 are men.

They are likely to have been born in the countryside, but have
residence in Bangkok, An average age group is around 45 - 49,

They have acquired at least a Bachelor's Degree. Tﬁe majority

are government officials, and the rest are college instructors,

and military officers. There is only 17.73% of members who come

from military and police force. Their ranks range from colonel

to general, Half of these members have not had political experiences
in either national or local level.

In comparison, the members of The National Legislative
Assembly 1973 and The National Administrative Reform Assembly 1976
are in the same category. There are only two main differences:

1) The majority of members of The National A9ministrative
Reform Assembly are high-ranking government of ficials, 41.18% hold
positions in the Ministry of Defence.

2) The member's age ranges from 50 = 5k,

In conclusion since the background of the menbers of
two assemblies is almost identical. Therefore we can expect them

to have the initiative of the former members.
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