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ABSTRACT

Antibiotics are the most frequently and widespreadly prescribed
class of therapeutic agents in many countries as well as in Thailand,
Drug data on antibiotics and other drugs are often disseminated in
promotional literatures to medical practitioners by pharmaceutical
industry. However most physicians have more confident on textbooks
and professional sources than this commercial sources, Nevertheless,
drug data contained in promotional literatures are the most up to date,
These reasons persuaded t§ evaluate antibiotic drug data in promotional
literatures directly distributed to medical practitioners, concerning
correctness, misleading and inappropriate illustrations of the data in

literatures,
This research divided into three part:-

Part I: Antibiotic promotional literatures, 131' are gathered
to be evaluated, based on modified principles of M.C.S.

Smith, (Am. J. Hosp, Pharm, 34, 1977: 1208-1224):




Part II.

L. Hendely. (Am. J. Hosp. Pharm. 33, 1976: 918-924); L.J.

Laning, M.S. Leonard and P.M. Mullin. (Am. J. Hosp. Pharm,

36, 1979: 793-796); P.M. Mullins et. al. (UMC/HCTC/HSRC~
005); P.M. Mullins et. als. (UMC/HCTC/RR-01) and P.M.

Mullins et. als. (UMC/HCTC/D-001).

In this part the evaluation procedures concentrated
on completeness of drug data; advertising pictures; correct-
ness, misleading, inappropriate illustrations and references
of drug data in those literatures. The findings were: most
of them contained only 12 headings from 24 supposed pharma-
cological headings, the largest area shown in those litera-
tures is the "indication" heading; there are 90.91% of
pictures appeared in them; incorrectness, misleading and
inappropriate illustrations of drug data were found and
some data have no references. Suggestions were made at the
end of this part for the producers, controllers and related
persons to promotional lite;atures fo improve guality, set
up ethics and standard for them to be the good references

'

information sources in the future.

This part are sounding out of physicians' opinions and
suggestions on antibiotic promotional literatures. The
findings were: physicians acguired antibiotic promotional
literatures mostly from detailmen, and secondly from direct
mailing; averagely they received about 1-2 week per one

literature, and they spent 2-3 minutes in average for reading



Part III.

and collected only literatures that they are interested.

In the case of advertising pictures appeared on
literatures, opinions on "should have" or "should not have"
are approximately nearly the same percentages. Reliability
of informations in literatures are in medium level in every
pharmacologiéal headings. And when physicians have questions,
they prefered to find out by themselves than to reqﬁest more
literatures from the drug companies. Most of physicians
thought that setting up professional ethics and standard for

promotional literatures are necessary.

Requestings the manufacturers, importers and distributors in
Thailand to answer questionaires, concerning the expenditures
on their antibiotic promotional activitiea during January -
December 1978 and January - October 1979, were unsatisfied.
The responses were small due to many reasons. It was
suggested that further researhes in these aspects should be

done.
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