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Thesis Title The Development of Educational Supervision in
Thailand.
Name | Mre. Wirawut Jitpuwngarm
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Academic Year 1972
ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study

Te To collect data 'dealing with the evolution of educational
supervision in Thailand.,

2. To analyze the development .0f educational supervision
management.

3« To compare the educational supervisory systems in

different periods.

Research Procedures

Basic data were collected from documents including; vprevious
research reports; thesis; historical materials and references;
periodicals and official documents, Supplementary information
was obtained through official sources and interviews with selected
officials of the educational supervisory units of various

departments within the Miristry of Education.



Major Findings

Gducational supervision in Thailand existed ever since
schools were established and the Department of Education was
founded in 1887 (2430), The concept of supervision at that time
was along traditional lines until 1951 (2494) when the modern

ideas of educational supervision was adopted.

Educational Supervision Policy : At the first stage, the

policy was to provide inspectors/ te visit, control and advise-
tecachers in order to improve and dbring efficiency to teaching.

The supervision itself reflected the characteristics of inspection,
In 1900 (2443) the empheis/6f the policy shifted to that of
supervising and advising téachers on the methods of learning and
teachings In 1933 (2476)/ it aimed encouraging schools to assist
one another in academic /affairs, with authority but no power to
command,

In 1956 (2499), the purposes.of educational supervision
centered on consultipmg-school-—administrative staffs in such matters
as coordinating, develioping personnel's: ability and conducting
educational researches but without any significant power in the
administrative fieldes 1In 1966 (2509), although school supervisors
became government officials, their work was directed mainly-towards
the same goal as that outlined by the policy of 1956 (2499).

Supervisory Organization : Prior to 1871 (2414), responsibility

for cducational management was assumed by Monasteries, Royal Court,
Royal Scholars, and experienced teachers. But from 1887 (2430)
onvards, the Department of Iducation took control of educational
affairs and educational supervision has been part of its function
ever since, In 1921 (2464) the Committee on Education was set up
to control and-help local schools in the management of education,

In 1933 (2476), schoolswere pooled in groups and were entrusted
with the duty of providing mutual advice and assistance within

their own group.



In 1948 (2491) primery school inspectors were appointed for
cducational sections in district and sub=-district officcs of assist
and ‘advise as well as inspect municipal schools under their
jurisdistion, .without however any authority for decision-makinge
In 1952 (2495), en educational supervisory unit directly rcsponsible
for cducational supervision was created in the Department of
Secondary- Bducgtion to aid.teachers' training schools in the
provinces, In 1953 (2496), another educational supervision unit
was set up in the Vocational Education Department and in 1954(2497)
the Ministry of Education approved the establishment of an Inglish
langiage teaching supervisory unit in the Secondary Education
Department for the improvencent of the teaching of this foreign
languages

-When the teacher/training division was upgraded to department
status, the unit responsible for training teachers of Secondary
Education Department was/then put under the jurisdiction of the
Teachers} Training Departmenty-and the name of the English
language teaching supervisory unit was c¢hanged to "educational
supervision unit" of Secondary Education Departmentes In the same
year, the Ministry of Education approved the establishment of an
educational supervisory unit in the Department of Elementary and
Adult Fducation with the establishment of educational supervisory
‘units by various departments, their staff were accorded academic
status and the appointments of educational supervision officials
were approved by the CGivil Service Commissione In 1954 (2497) the
Physical DRducation Department introduced its own unit to supervise
the activites of boy-scouts, red-cross juniors and physical
education, In 1957 (2500) the Elementary and Adult Education
Department established the provincial elementary school supervisory
units to assist acadamic work of the provincial executive officials
and in 1960 (2503) the regional elementary school supervisory
units were introduced to provide academic assistance to the regional

and provincial authorities.



In 1962 (2505) a supcrvisory section was set up in the
Sducation Division of the Bahgkok Muncipality to oversec educational
activities in municipal schoolse This section adhered to the
school curriculum-and appointed officials to supervise cach subject
of the curriculum. In 1975 (2515) the Elementary and Adult
“ducation Departmcnt and the Department of Secondary Zducation
were merged and renamed the Department of General Education., In
the soame year all educational supervisory units under the General
Education, Teachers; training Education and Vocational Education
Departments were given an —independent division status. The

official name, however was rctained,

Personnel Administration’ g

Before 1951 (2494) there were no any organizations set up to
supervise the education directly.. The educational supervision
was the responsibility of the eXecutive authorities., '"/hen a direct
educational supervision system was introduced, suitable personnel
were recruited according to their qualification, education,
experience and personality. _Training courses were introduced for
the first tine in 1952 (2495) by the educational supervisory unit
of Secondary Zducation Department. Subsequently the educational
supervisory unit of Elementary and Adult Bducation Department held
its annual meeting in 1958 (2501), and received full cooperation
from the educational supervisory unit of the municipality. Other
educational supervisory units also conducted nmeetings and introduced
in-service training to exchange experience among their staff members.

In 1971 (2514) Chulalongkorn University's Graduate School
offered postegraduate training courses in educational supervision
and curriculum-development at their Department of Educational
Adninistration, Faculty of Educations The first group studying

its masterts degrec course will graduate this year, 1973 (2516).
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