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Thesis Title A Study of Medical School Libraries in Thailand
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Department Library Science

Academid Year 1972

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thebis is to study the history and the
development of the medical school libraries in foreign countries
and  Thailand. In foreign countries, medical school libraries in
the United States of America, England, and Japan have been chosen
for study. The study covers history, and general conditions of the
libraries as well as the medical libraries associations and other
organizations which contribute toward to the advancement of the

medieal school librariese.

From the study, the medical school libraries in the United
States of America are well-advanced and their progress is continuinge.
The libraries have modern equipment to serve their patrons. The
American Medical Library Association plays an important role in
this advancement by solving problems of librarians and medical
libraries, providing training programs, publishing publications
which are very useful, However, there are some problems, mainly
in respect of spaece, financial facilities and the libraries services.
The librarians and the associationshave tried to solve these problems

in various ways and they can be solved.

In England, the growth of the medical school libraries has
been progressing and are as well-known as those in the United States
of America. There are several old and famous medical libraries
which issued many publications that were very useful for the study
of the history of medicine. The libraries have modern equipment

to serve the patrons. The English Medical Library Associations



are also well-advanced and have good reletionship with librarians
and medical libraries. They provide training programs, issue
certificates to the successful librarians and publish publications

which are very useful to the librarians,.

In Japan, the medical school libraries are of considerable
importances The Dutch introduced the western medicine into Japan
during the time of Shogun and were permitted to establish the first
western medical school in Nagasaki. The Japanese government has
given special attention to medical education, resulting in a great
improvement to the libraries since World War II. In addition to
obtaining assistance from abroad, the Japanese medical libraries
have been developed up to date and rendered good service. Even
though the Japanese Medical Library Association does not play the
vital role, yet they still assists librarians in issuing many
valuable publications which are useful to the librarianse. The main
problem is due to the fact that doctors serve as the directors
of the libraries. Certain librarians are able to get rid of this

problem,

As to the medical school libraries in Thailand, the objective
is to study about the history, the importance and therole of the
medical libraries to the medical education in order to improve and
solve problems of the libraries and their procedures. Studies were
made to survey four medical libraries, and the library of the
Faculty of Science of the Mahidol University which is related to
the library of Faculty of Medicine of the Ramathibodi Hospital as
the joint librarye

The evaluation techniques are based on the questionnaires
which were mailed out to the medical students and the medical
librarians, and interviews with the librarians, and also through
literatures, periodicals and other publications concerning with the

medical librariese.



The result ecan be evaluated as follows: The status of
libraries is that they are only units administered directly under
the executi#e departments, and some under academic departments.

In certain places, the librarians also serve as instructors.
However, these five libraries are well established. They still

also face the same problems in various aspects, such as the bud-
getary limitation, lack of librarians, clerks and up to date

library services, especially to the faculty members and students.
Some libraries face the problem in space facilities. Any how

every library has tried to improve and expand its library activities

in response to the need and demand of the patronse.

Suggestions: The medical schools should give the libraries
sufficient financial supporte. A course on how to use library in
the medical curriculum should be set up. The status of librarians
should be considered as equal to that of the instructors. The most
important aspect is that the administrators should aid and support
the library activities in every way possible for the benefit of
the patrons. Besides, librarians should get together and establish
the Thai Medical Library Association, or the medical library club,

in order to solve the problems that may occur.
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