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Graduate students—in-Thai—universities, being different from

T

\ ]
the general public in‘germs of opportunigies for higher education,

are considered and expected to have important roles to play in the
society., It is interesting, therefore, to make further study
whether their political culture is more democratic than the general

Thai which are the majority of the society,

The methods of data collection are both documentary and field
research, In conducting the field research, graduate students at
the National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA) were
chosen to be studied., They are from Schools of Public Administration,

Business Administration, Development Administration, and Applied



Statistics. Out of 431 full-time students at the time of the study,
R66 complete questionnaires were returmed, In each questionnaire,
there are 25 questions, Its first part concerns the students'
attitudes and opinions while the latter part deals with their
confidence in political participation, On the other hand, dependent
variables are democratic attitudes and civic compstence, Sex, age,

field of study, professional‘Careéi;iand work experience are

independent variables, -~

=/

The findings of"thé'smidyﬁ%are as follows : The majority of
graduate students has ;ﬁxgd polltlcal culture--a high level of
dﬁmocratln political cuiture Wit a m1dd1e or low range of
authoritarian att;tudes together w1th a high level of civic competence,

7

This characteristic m&ght be—claimed—as a common one in transitional
societies and Thailang is no éiaéption. éurthermore, it was also
found that the differences of sex and field of study have much
influences over democratic political culture and civic competence,
but the differences of age, professional career and work experience

are more important only to democratic political culture but less to

civic competence,
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