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Title Obstacles to the Souvanna Phouma Regime : A case

study of the Second Coalition goverrment

Name © Plying Officer Verayuth Ratanamontree
Academic Year  ocdb
Abatraect

Laos is the ¢ountry of strategic importance for the two
super powers which compete in 'spreading their different ideologies,
namely, democreacy and Communism, Both of them aim not only to
exert their own influénce in Laos, but also to restrain that of
the counterparts 4As the international situation changes, the super
povers agreed on detente policy im the region. Laos was also
effected oy this policy and was forced by the super powers into
forming & coalition government, having the neutralist group under
Prince Souvanna Phouma as an axis to prevent the confrontation
between the rightist and the leftist groups: This coalition
government was formed under the Declaration of lleutrality of Laos
signed by the super powers and other ¢y countries, including Laos,

at Geneva on July e, &b,

Unfortunately the coalition government was unable to
govern the country. This was due to the composition of the
government itself, There was neither sincerity nor intention to

work together for the good of the country. Host neutralists had no



power base to restrain the rightiste and tie leftistz from
violatiog the agreement, This lezd to the eventual break - up of
the government, This leftist Pathet Lac, withdraw all of their *
men frem the government, and set up their own rorce in their
gore of inrluence to fight against the government in Vientiane.
The gituation wes beyond the govermment's control., Thus, from
1953 on it was only coalition government in name, not in fact
The government under Prince Souvanna Phouma tried to restore the
coalition government c¢omposed of the neutralist and the rightist
with the minister /portfolies left for the leftist, but the righ-
tist often attempted teo seize power. As the break up continued,
the super power knew well that they could not maintain the neu=-
trality of Laos, <Thén they kept on_providing aid to ;he Lactian
party under their suvport, This meant that the super powers
themselves destroyed the coalition government they had jointly

formed, By 1974 the coelition government came to 1ts end.

The failure of the cozlition government proved that the
.neutfalist government without sufficient power baze could not
function in the small country vwhich is interfered by the super
powers of different iacologies because i% will eventually be

dominated by one or the other side and gradually dissolved.
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