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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study were to investegate the cmotional
behaviors in eight areas, which were anger, fear, frustration, envy,
jealousy, curiosity, joy and affection of the young rural children
as perceived by their mothers in the following aspects : (1) izothers®
perception of hcr children's expression of emotions (2) mothcrs!
perception of the causes of children's emotions (3) mothers! percep-
tion of her chilcren's expressing manner of emotions (4) nothers!

responses tc her children's expression of emotions.

The samples were two hundred mothers, one hundred mothers
who had sons and one hundred mothers who had daughters, who had
children at 2/3 to 3/5 years of age, They were randomly selected
from various sub=-district in the regions of central, northcrn and

and northeastern parts of Thailand. The samples, equally in numaber,



were categorized by economic status, sex and birth order. 2Jucstion-
naires and interview were used as the instruments for collecting the
datas The data were analyzed by using percentile and summarily

presented in tables.

The results revealed that (1) a high percent of nothers
regardless of level of economic status, sex and birth order, obs?rved
that their children frequently expressed their anger, frustration,
jealousy, curiosity, joy and affection while a high percent-of nothers
regardless of 19#01 of economic status, sex and birth order, olserved
that their children seldonmly expressed their fear and envy (2) =
high percent of mothers regardless economic status, sex anC birth
order, found the following as main causes more than others: (a) anger
caused by inhibition or objection of what children desired to do;

(b) fear produced by the stories told by their parents or rclatives;
(¢) frustration crused by mothers or relative's objection; (d) envy
formulated by strong aspiration; (e) jealousy produced by (emand and
interest; (f) curiosity caused by taboo, regulation, and mysterious;
(g) joy caused by satisfactory of their accomplishment; (h) affection
formulated by direct experiences of love received from their parents;
(3) a high parext of mothers regardless of level of economic status,
sex, and birth order, noticed that their children's expression of
emotional manner in the same way, that was severe reaction. As for
curiosity, mothers found that their children expressed by questiFMing
rather than exploration or facial suspect. For expression of joy,

mothers observed that their children acted out overtly by loudly



laughing, clapping their hands, where as expressing of affection by
enbracing the lOVthersons; (4) 2 high percent of mothers regordless
of econoric stitus, sex, and birth order reacted to their childiren
emotion by applying the following approaches more than others; (a)
reaction to children's anger by serching for the causes, (b, response
to their children's fear by handling or embrscing, (c) children's
frustration werc reacted by embracing, handling, or giving then the
toys, (d) envy treated by offering children for purchasing of toys,
(¢) jealousy wns treated by teking more good care and giving them
equal justice, toys, and love, (f) mothers reacted to their children
curiosity by ansuer or explaination to their questions, (g} joy was
given back Ly suiling or showing satisfactory, and finally () mothers

responded to their children's affection by embracing and tonder handling.
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