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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to identify the socio - economic
variables associated to the knowledge =~ practice in family planning
and to study the knowledge - practice differential between Buddhist

and Muslim women in Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkhla,

The data used in this study was based on the data from the
survey to evaluate the family health status of population in Amphoe
Chana. The survey was conducted during the month of June 1980, the
total sample was 1035 married women 15 - 49 years of age who were
living with their husbands. The sample was consisted of 514 and 521

Buddhist and Muslim women respectively.

The main hypotheses of the study were the differences in
socio - economic and demographic factors was effect differently level
of knowledge and practice in family planning. At the same level of
socio - economic and demographic characteristics, Buddhist women

would have more knowledge and acceptance of family planning than



Muslim women,

The main results are as the followings

1) The proportion of Buddhist women who knew and practiced
family planning, was one time higher than those of the Muslim women
and the proportion of the Muslim women who did not know and practice

family planning was three times higher than those of Buddhist women;

2) When the analysis was done using each individual variable
to associate with knowledge = practice family planning, among the
Buddhist women, husband's education was the most influential factor.
In additiohal, desire for addional children, number of living chil=-
aren and wife's age seem to have same effect on the level of know-
ledge - practice in family planning. Among Muslim Women, the most
important variable was wife's education. Occupation of both husband
and wife, desire for additional children seem to have some effect on

knowledge - practice in family planning

3) From multivariate analysis, the most important variable
which caused the difference in level of knowledge and practice in

family planning was, desire for additional children for the Buddhist

women ahd number of living children for the Muslim women. However,
when detailed analysis was conducted, it was found that husband's
occupation for the Buddhist women and wife's age for the Muslim women
were the most influential factor for the difference in level of know-
ledge and practice in traditional or modern methods of family planning.
Other factors taken into account became insignificant statistically and

contently (R2 contributed) .
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