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ABSTRACT

After the incidence on October 14, 1973 was over, the re
maining National Assembly was strongly criticized by the public for
the reason that it was formed by the old governmeﬁt which had no
legitimacy or any popular bése of support, Since the National Ass
embly was the power base of the old government, it was concidered
as_the main obstructive forece to future reforms. Several people
sp ‘sulated that the Nationa&l Assembly might try to freeze_important
bills, most important of these was the draff constitution, Hence,
there were strong pressures from various circles to call for the
members? resignation,so that new members could be appointed,

Only small number of National Assembly members resigned but
the rest preferred to ' wait and see " until the Royal Decree to
appoint the National Convention was proclaimed. The National Con
vention war ~omposed of members from different occupations, whose
mission was to elect new members of the National Assembly., The new
National ‘Assembly had 299 members according to the Constitution,
197#. This Assembly differs from its former counterpart in several
aspects i-e, while’the former was appointed by the government in
power at that time,the new Assembly originated from the National

Convention, This thesis attempts to compare backgrounds of members



of those two Assemblies,and uses this difference to analyze its
impact on the pfrformances of National Assembly members, It was
found that the 1973 Assembly was far nmore active than its previous
counterpart., The 1973 Assembly was very active in its legislative
actions passing several progressive bill i-e,bills which abolished
Revolutionary Council Orders that imassed civil liberties, It also
exercised controls over the executive branch in various manners,
Another important task of 1973 Assembly to concider the draft Con
stitution in which several progressive clauses were added to, How
ever, there were some Heasures. taken by this Assembly which could
be called " conservative " such as the rejection of the granting
voting right to the 13 years old,

The thesis show that the 1973 National Assembly, due to
its origin and backgrounds of its members, had a much wider lati
tude of freedom of /@ctien than the 1972 Assembly. This point has
been verified by the analyses of interpellations and bills in

great detail,
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