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ABSTRACT

This study of the behavior and physical ervironment in 1ow-
income houses of the Bang Kae community aims at probing the social milieu
and housing enviromment of low-income earners. It is hored that the
study's research, data, ahd amalysis will be used as a basis for
further work in improving the physical emvironment of low=-income

areas,

The study is based on the hypothesis that the physical er ‘iron-
ment is largely determined by everyday life., The tehavior of users
will determine the physical envirorment making it suitable for the

inhabitants' needs and various uses,

Jombon Par~ Fae is the area selected for this study. Tais

tambon is convenient in terms of communicatior, both by road and by
waterway, It is a comnercial, agricultural and .ndustrial center. It
is also an employment area, The manpower comes from the inhabitants
of the tambon and adjacent areas, At present, there are so many commu-
nities in Bang kee toat it is densely populated and lacks good sanita-

tion. The community life is not the same as before. In the past,



r

2

all the inhabitants had good relationships with each other and shared

their consumer prodvcts as well as cultivated land,

This thesis thus makes a study of former behavior patterns irn
order to retain the o0ld indentity of the community. The collected data
is then analysed in order to produce a suitable design for the physical

erwviromment, The rezults are as follows :

1. The houces of low-income earners are made of wood, Ther
are simply built without exact measured work., Construction work is
done by volunteers from the commnity. The houses are of three general
types :

1.1 Single-storey houses, mostly belonging to new families,
1.2 Two-storey houses with the ground-floor open, mostly
belonging to old families.
- 1.3 Two=-ctorey houses mostly belonging to extended families,

2. Families usually comprise & husband, a wife and children as
well as relatives of one of the spouses, Housewifes are responsible
for looking after all the house work, whereas the heads of the household
are breadwinners.

3. As to the behavioral structure of the low=~income community
in Bang Kae, there avre merr- different and interesting features which
should be retained such ac :

3.1 Commnity spirit and good relationships amons families,
3.2 Sharing consumer procucts with one another such as
tools, kitchen utensils and sharing the use of some places like water

closets and washing areas, etc.



> 3.3 Sharing responsibility for :
3.3.1 Personal belongings,
3.3.2 The protection of the community and of the family
so ag to prevent robbery and theft.
- 3.3.3 The cleanliness of public space.
3.3.4 Baby=-sitting.
= Conclusiors drawn from the data and utilized in the design of
houses for low-income earners in Bang Kae are summarized as follows :
1. Houses must be expandable and match the following family
sizes :
1.1 Husband and wife (two-member family).
1.2 Tlusband, wife and a child (three-member family).
1.3 Husband, wife, a2 child and & co-dweller (four-member
family).
2, The behavior in a house must be in the design considered
from all of the actions of the housewife, of the head of the family and
- of children. gt

3. There must be a high degree of flexibility in the use of
outside and inside space.

g 4. The planning of house groups should irmvolve the sharing cf
land to promote efficient use and interaction among families (such as
sharing open-air space).

A study of the behavior and physical emnviromment of houses for

low-income earmers, apart from architecture, should also-take into

consideration the following :
1. The use of land and public utility systems in the community,
2. The use of land and public utilities in the houses of low=

incone earners.
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3. The composition of the community and its commnication

network,

This study is :ntended as a guideline to prevent or solve some
of the problems concernins houses and decaying conditions which result
from overcrowding. This study emphasizes the impértance of. the analy-
sig of the everday benavior of low-income earners . in production of low-

cost house designs,
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